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PREFACE 
 

I was raised in a middle-class suburb of Adelaide, South Australia. My 

ancestors on both sides of our family were English Wesleyans who had 

emigrated to Australia between 1838 and 1850. 

 

On Sundays, our family attended the local Methodist Church. Services were 

held at 11am and 7pm, and there was a Sunday School with five hundred 

scholars that operated between 2pm and 4pm. About one hundred and fifty 

adults attended the morning service. Without exception they were a highly 

moral people, industrious, ethical and moderately successful in business. Their 

home life was exemplary; their children were nurtured with loving care and 

guided into useful occupations and responsible citizenship by a sense of duty. 

 

My teen years were spent in study but on weekends the church community 

provided the companionship I needed outside of school activities. The church 

ran sports clubs on Saturdays and on Sundays, apart from services, there was 

the after church sing-song on Sunday evenings at an elder’s home. During the 

years of my adolescence and early twenties, some sixty young people found 

their life partner at our church. Sixty years later, none of them have divorced. 

 

I am grateful for my upbringing in such a community. It laid a pattern of 

ordered life in my wife and me that was invaluable in building and 

maintaining the foundation of our household. But from the age of seventeen I 

developed a nagging feeling that something was missing. This caused me to 

undertake research on the foundations of Methodism, and to discover that 

Methodism was founded on the Class Meeting, a group of around twelve 

believers that met regularly for Bible Study and mutual support. There was a 

leader in each group who attended a Leader’s Meetings from time to time. At 

our church in the 1950s, we had a Leader’s Meeting but no Classes! 

 

As a result of this research, I developed the strong idea that what I felt to be 

missing from my life could be found by setting up a Class Meeting. I spoke to  
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the local church hierarchy about it but they were disinterested. So I wrote to a 

Bishop in the USA and he informed me that, while they no longer had Class 

Meetings, they did have Adult Sunday School Classes. This seemed like a 

good idea, so I spent the next ten years trying to persuade my friends and 

acquaintances that we needed to form an adult class, but without success. 

 

Some years later, together with my wife and growing family, I moved to a 

country town where I met up with a man who had lived in the USA for a time 

and had attended an adult Sunday School Class there. He was open to the 

suggestion that we form a Class at our local church. The meeting was 

approved by the church oversight and advertised amongst the members. We 

commenced meetings on Sunday mornings with five members. Our initial 

program consisted of reading through the Acts of the Apostles, one chapter 

each week. 

 

On week ten we were reading about Peter witnessing to the house of Cornelius 

and came to verse 44: ‘While Peter yet spoke… the Holy Spirit fell on all of 

them who heard the word’. I said: “How did they know that the Holy Spirit 

fell on them?” One of the members, a woman teacher (who turned out to be a 

heavily disguised Pentecostal) responded: “Read verse 46, brother!” ‘For they 

heard them speak in tongues and magnify God‘! After the meeting this same 

woman gave me a tract entitled: “Speaking in Tongues and Prophesying”. I 

had been in church for thirty two years but had never heard anybody speak in 

tongues or prophesy! 

 

That evening I was home minding our children while my wife attended the 

evening service. I was reading the tract that I had been given when suddenly 

the presence of God filled the room. In my understanding, Jesus came into the 

room, stood there for a time without a word, and then quietly departed.  

 

This experience led me to search the scriptures diligently. I discovered, for 

instance, that at Pentecost Peter declared that prophecy would be a major 

happening in New Covenant communities. And the prophets would not be 

special people. Rather, ‘…your sons and your daughters shall prophesy… and 
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on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out my Spirit and they 

shall prophesy’ (Acts 2:17-18). The apostle Paul supported this view in his 

description of what a church meeting should look like: ‘Let the prophets 

speak… and let the others judge. If anything is revealed to another that is 

sitting by, let the first hold their peace. For you may all prophesy one by one, 

that you may all learn, and all may be comforted’ (I Corinthians 14:29-31). It 

seemed to me that this was definitely the thing that I had been missing in my 

boy-hood church. We had a strong ordered life there but we had no direct 

personal relationship with the Lord whom we claimed to celebrate. 

 

Further research revealed to me that prophesy was “speaking out something 

that God wished someone to hear”. The first time that the Lord picked me to 

speak out, I was very reticent to do so. Was this really God or was I deluding 

myself? I struggled with it for some time until a woman down the row in 

which I was sitting called out: “Fear not to bring the word of the Lord, 

brother!” (Another Pentecostal I think). Unfortunately, the leader closed the 

prayer time at that moment so I did not get to deliver the message. But this 

was motivational for me; the next time I had a “word” I was quick to speak it 

out and was pleased to find that it spoke directly to the situation that was 

focused for someone at that time. Thus, began my career as a prophet (small 

“p”) in the community of the redeemed. 

 

Sadly, there are few churches that I visit that encourage prophesy. And even in 

those churches that do encourage it, there are usually few people that 

prophesy. In Pentecostal churches I find leaders who are reluctant to allow 

people to prophesy freely in meetings. Some allow it but require you to share 

your message with the leader before you speak it to the congregation. In 

assemblies that I have led, everybody is free to speak out something they 

believe the Lord wants us to hear, at any time in the meeting. (In an ordered 

way, of course, ‘the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets’, see I 

Corinthians 14:32). If we want Jesus in our meetings we should at least 

give Him the opportunity to speak to us!! 

 

In the 1970s, on the few occasions that I heard anybody prophecy, it was  
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standard practice for them to speak in King James English when delivering the 

word! “Yea, and thus says the Lord…”! Then I heard Graham Pulkingham 

from the Church of the Redeemer in Houston, Texas speak. He encouraged us 

when we shared a word to say something like: “Brothers and sisters, I believe 

the Lord wants us to know this, or do that.” And that is the way that we do it 

these days. We share positively but we do it humbly, knowing that the 

brethren should judge our word (as Paul said, I Corinthians 14:29). For, there 

is a problem when the Lord commits His word to human agents. We do not 

always hear Him clearly and there is always the possibility that we will 

communicate it badly to the congregation in the way that we choose to say it. 

 

A case in point might help us here. I was speaking to a small group about 

healing one evening. After the meeting had closed, a young man approached 

me and said: “While you were speaking I felt very strange; will you please 

pray for me.” So I laid a hand on him but, before I could get a word out of my 

mouth, he fell to the ground and started writhing and hissing like a snake. 

Another brother ran over and said: “This is a demon”, and began casting out 

the demon in the Name of Jesus. But another brother said: “I am getting 

something about marriage”. So we stopped casting out demons (note I 

Corinthians 14:30) and carried the man to a bedroom where he recovered after 

a short while. When I shared the marriage word with him he reported to us 

that his father had been divorced twice and someone had told him when he 

was a boy that his father would never go to heaven because he had caused his 

first and second wives to commit adultery. This thought had been so traumatic 

for the boy that he had buried it somewhere in his psyche. It seems that the 

Lord was not happy about this and had decided to root out “the cyst” at this 

time. A good result! But if the Lord had not shared the marriage word with 

one of us, the young man would have had a good healing (because God was 

doing it) but none of us, including the young man, would have understood 

what was actually happening. 

 

Prophesy can vary from someone receiving encouragement in a time of crisis, 

to advice on what to do in particular circumstances. Alternatively, it may be a 

communication of cosmic importance. Throughout church history, there have 
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been people who have been seeking a word from the Lord re the timing of His 

return (see Cohn 1957). I have no problem with this because Jesus 

commanded us to ‘watch for the signs’ But the setting of a definite date is 

problematic, especially as Jesus told us that not even He knows the timing, 

only the Father, (Matthew 25:36). Two of my great aunts went to the USA 

with John Alexander Dowie and sat on Mount Hope in Illinois on the 31
st
 of 

December 1899, expecting the Lord to come at 12 midnight that night. He did 

not come! So, having “burnt their bridges”, they settled in the USA and I met 

their descendants seventy years later when I was travelling through the Mid-

West on a work trip. 

 

To tell the truth I have never had a fascination with eschatology. I understand 

that the Lord intends to construct a new heaven and a new earth and have 

tended to leave it at that. However, I have received a few snippets of 

information myself in recent times, and other people have been feeding me 

information that seems to fit with what I have been receiving. This has 

brought me out of complacency to consider more particularly where the Lord 

is working in our time. In particular, I have had regular communications with 

a member of the All Peoples Prayer Assembly (APPA), a group that has been 

listening diligently to the Lord for some thirty years and, even better, doing 

what He tells them to do. They are reporting matters that require our 

investigation, in my view.  

 

The APPA is predicting a visitation of the Lord between Tabernacles 2014 

and Tabernacles 2017 that will result in ‘all the earth being filled with the 

Glory of the Lord’ (Numbers 14:21). In the first half of this book I ask 

whether this is so; I look at the evidence and compare it with what the Lord 

has been saying to me and others with whom I have been seeking to walk 

obediently with the Lord in recent times. I have called the APPA visitation the 

Second Wave, for reasons that I will explain in my account. 

 

In the second part of the book I address a persistent word that I have been 

receiving, since 2010, with regard to unity. Over time I have moved from 

thinking that the Lord was addressing something that required attention in my  
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own circumstances to believing that He is really telling us that the time is right 

for all of His people to come together as One New Man (Ephesians 2). If the 

Lord is really at the door then it would not be surprising if He were calling for 

His people to assemble as His Body.  

 

I return to the suggestion of the apostle Paul: ‘if one prophesies, the others 

should judge’; I am submitting my thoughts to you, my brethren, for your 

discernment. 

 

John Potter, 

Hallett Cove, South Australia, 2016  
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Chapter One 
 

STARTING POINTS 
 

Watch, therefore, for you know not what hour your Lord comes (Matt. 24:42) 

 

THE VISION OF YITZCHAK KADURI 

 

In April 2007, the tabloid Israel Today made an extraordinary statement: a 

Jewish Rabbi had revealed the name of Moshiach (the Messiah)! The Rabbi 

was Yitzchak Kaduri, a Kabbalist who died in Jerusalem on the 28
th

 of 

January 2006 at an advanced age. Kaduri’s exact birth date is uncertain; 

various estimates of his age when he died varied from 108 to 118. 

 

Kaduri had spent his whole life in 

contemplation of the scriptures. In 

1923, he moved from his birth place 

Babylon to Jerusalem upon the 

advice of the elders of Baghdad, who 

hoped that his scholarship and piety 

would stop the incursion of Zionism 

in the post-World War I state! In his 

later years he was located in the 

Nahalat Yitzchak Yeshiva Seminary 

in Jerusalem. He lived in poverty, 

owning little and eating little; but he 

was seen by the masses as a righteous 

man. He was respected for his sound 

counsel, his dispensing of healing 

amulets and his prophetic revelation 

of disasters, e.g. he predicted the 

great Asian tsunami of 2004.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zionism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I


12 
 

On Yom Kippur 2005, Kaduri announced that the Messiah had appeared to 

him in a vision, had told him His Name and shared that He would return to 

earth “soon after the death of Ariel Sharon”. (Ariel Sharon had a massive 

stroke in 2006 and remained in a coma on life support until his death in 

2014!). Kaduri provided a concise eighteen point account of the characteristics 

of the Messiah. More particularly, he wrote the name of the Messiah on a 

piece of paper and put it into an envelope to be opened one year after his 

death. In January 2007 the envelope was opened and the following message 

was read: Yarim Ha’Am Veyokhiakh Shedvaro Vetorato Omdim. The acronym
 

taken from the first letter of each word revealed the name Jehoshua, i.e. Jeshua 

= Jesus! (Kaduri was a Kabbalist. Kabbalists are mystics and they write in this 

manner). Christians will take this as evidence that the true Messiah did in fact 

reveal Himself to Kaduri. Orthodox Jews, on the other hand, could be 

expected to reject the proposition – which they did. The announcement 

appeared in the webpage www.kaduri.net and Israel Today but not in the 

Israeli secular press. Support for the authenticity of the above report comes 

from Kaduri’s son David and from Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson 

(1902-1994), the Lubavitcher Rebbe, who had predicted some time before that 

Kaduri would “bear witness to the coming of the Messiah”. The view that 

Messiah would come soon after the death of Ariel Sharon has been supported 

by Rabbi Haim Cohen, Kabbalist Nir Ben Artzi and the wife of Rabbi Haim 

Kneivskzy. What should our response be to all of this? Firstly, it should come 

as no surprise that the Lord would or could reveal Himself to a venerable 

Rabbi – he has done it before to Abraham, to Moses and David, to the 

Prophets and to countless Christians (See Genesis 15:1 and Acts 9:3-7) . As to 

the timing, that is something that must be investigated. 

 

THE PROPHECY OF JUDAH BEN SAMUEL 

 

One of the most persistent and well regarded prophecies with regard to the 

return of Messiah to the planet is that given by the much respected Hassidic 

Rabbi Judah ben Samuel of Regensburg (AD 1140-1217). In 1217, a year of 

Jubilee by the Jewish reckoning, the Rabbi prophesied that the Messianic 

Kingdom would begin ten Jubilees after the Ottoman Turks took over  
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Jerusalem. Judah ben Samuel considered a Jubilee to be 50 years so his 

calculation was that Messiah would come 500 years after the Turks gained 

control of the Holy City (see www.thecallofthebride.com/Rabbi.Judah. 

ben.Samuel.pdf). He further prophesied that the rule of the Turks in Jerusalem 

would last eight Jubilees (400 years); after which, during the next Jubilee (the 

9
th

), Jerusalem would be a “no-man’s land” until the 10
th

 Jubilee when it 

would once again be under the control of Jews. In fact, the Turks took over 

Jerusalem three hundred years later in 1517 (another Jubilee year by the 

Jewish reckoning) and retained it until they were driven out in 1917 by 

General Allenby’s forces (another Jubilee year), giving 400 years of 

occupation in all. From 1917 Jerusalem was administered by the British under 

a League of Nations Mandate; it belonged to no nation (“no man’s land”). The 

modern state of Israel was established in 1948 but prior to the Six Day War in 

1967 Israel controlled only half of the City. It was only at the end of the 9
th

 

Jubilee (1967) that the whole City passed into Jewish hands, marking the 

commencement of the 10
th

 Jubilee which will conclude in 2017. By this 

account the return of Jesus will be at the Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot) 2017, 

possibly the Great Day of the Feast, the same day that Jesus, speaking of the 

Holy Spirit, cried with a loud voice: ‘If any man thirst, let him come to Me 

and drink. He that believes on Me… out of his belly (Gk. koilia) shall flow 

rivers of living water’ (John 7:37-38). This scripture may be highly relevant, 

supporting the notion that the next move of God will be a Holy Spirit 

happening rather than the return of Jesus in a resurrected body. The latter 

happening is more likely to occur when the Lord brings about a New Heaven 

and a New Earth (II Peter 3:13), an event which also might be predicted to 

occur in a Jubilee Year. But we have no instruction from the Lord with regard 

to this. 

 

The significance of Jesus returning on a Jubilee is that it was God’s instruction 

that during Sukkot in a Jubilee year all debts were to be cancelled, all slaves 

were to be set free and all land was to be returned to its rightful owner 

(Leviticus 25:8-13). When the rule of the planet is in Jesus hands we can be 

sure that the chronic problem of debt that presently afflicts all nations will be 

relieved by the simple expedient of cancelling the debt. Further, we may 
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predict that the land will be returned to those to whom God has given 

authority to possess it and manage it for His sake. For ‘the earth is the Lord’s 

and the fullness thereof, the world and all they that dwell therein’ (Psalm 

24:1). It was He who created it, (for His own pleasure - Revelations 4:11), and 

it is He that has sustained it by the Word of His Power since the beginning of 

time (Hebrews 1:3). It was also He who redeemed it, bought it back at the cost 

of His own Son, after we abandoned our stewardship (II Corinthians 5:19).  

 

THE ALL PEOPLE’S PRAYER ASSEMBLY 

 

Many believers have paid serious attention to Judah ben Samuel’s prophecy. I 

would like to focus on a particular group of South Pacific Islanders who 

initially referred to themselves as the South Pacific Prayer Assembly but later 

changed their name to the All Peoples Prayer Assembly (APPA). The history 

of this group is as follows. 

 

It was a significant instruction from Jesus that the ‘Gospel of the Kingdom 

will be preached to all the inhabited earth as a witness to all nations, and then 

the end shall come’ (Matthew 24:14). The last nation on earth to receive the 

Gospel was the Solomon Islands in 1894. Ninety years later, in 1984, a First 

World Prayer Assembly (WPA) was held in Seoul, Korea. This event 

subsequently birthed many prayer movements around the world, amongst 

them the South Pacific Prayer Assembly which came into being as a result of 

two visions given to the Prophet Michael Maeli’au, a church leader in the 

Solomon Islands (Miloalii Siilata Tuailemafua, private communication). 

Pastor Maeli’au could not attend the WPA but in his own prayer time on the 

last day of the Assembly, which happened to be the Day of Pentecost 1984, he 

received a vision. This is his report:: 

 

“…There appeared before me a map of the world and something 

resembling smoke was rising up to heaven from every nation… I asked the 

Lord, ‘What is that Lord?’. The answer came: ‘What you are seeing is the 

incense of the prayers of the saints around the world calling for the 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit on earth’. Then the scene changed. I saw the 
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horizon on the coast and a small cloud the size of a man’s hand rising up 

from the ocean. I said, ‘What is that Lord?’ And the word came: ‘That is 

the cloud that is going to bring about the final rain of the outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit’. I ventured to ask one more question, ‘Where is it Lord?’ And 

the answer came, ‘In the South Pacific’. At that my heart melted into tears 

and I continued to worship the Lord”. 

 

Pastor Maeli’au received a second vision in 1986. This vision he received at 

an Elder’s Meeting in the Solomon Islands in the South Pacific. He called it 

the Deep Sea Canoe Vision: 

 

“A great flood was coming down a valley in spite of the fact that it was not 

raining. Unlike any normal flood, the water was pure crystal, clear with no 

dirt or object whatsoever in it. The flood then came to a dam. It began to 

fill up the valley forming a beautiful lake with greenish blue colour. After 

the water had completely filled up the valley, it began to flow over the 

bank of the dam. And as it did, it changed into a water spray of mist like a 

cloud. At that point the map of the world came onto the scene. From the 

map I could see that all this was taking place in the Solomon Islands.”  

 

“Then this cloud began to float around towards Australia, turned north 

towards Papua New Guinea, and then it turned east and headed back 

toward the Solomon Islands. From the Solomon Islands the cloud headed 

east for the second round toward the Eastern Pacific countries of 

Polynesia. From the east the cloud turned around and headed back west 

through New Zealand, then Australia and finally back to Papua New 

Guinea for the second time. 

 

“From Papua New Guinea the cloud changed into what I can only describe 

as currents. It looked like the effect of a speedboat on water without the 

boat. There were three streams. The three-pronged current headed east 

towards the west coast of the United States of America. When it hit the 

West Coast of America it split up in three different directions. The left 

stream turned north and headed towards the North Pole, the right stream 
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turned south and headed towards the South Pole, and the centre stream 

went on straight towards the East Coast of the United States. When the 

centre stream reached the East Coast, it took an 180
o
 about turn. And as it       

did so it became a great big tidal wave, a tsunami linking up with the 

northern and the southern streams, from the North Pole all the way to the 

South Pole.  

 

“This great tsunami literally covered everything within its path. It rolled  

back over the Americas and then over the Pacific. The wave kept travelling 

in the westerly direction until the southern tip came to the Indian Ocean. 

From there the southern tip swung around until it reached the Arabian Gulf 

and then it stopped. The northern tip kept rolling over Asia, the whole of 

Europe and then from there it turned south until it encircled the whole of 

the African continent. When it came around the tip of South Africa it 

swung northeast and travelled up until it linked up with the southern tip of 

the wave that had been waiting all this time in the Arabian Gulf.  

 

“As the two ends met they formed a perfect circle with Jerusalem right at 

the centre. Then from all sides the wave zoomed in on Jerusalem and when 

it hit Jerusalem it shot up into the sky like a great pillar of water. As this 

great pillar of water reached deep into the heavens, it opened up like a 

mushroom and then floated out into all directions in the most beautiful 

cloud formation one can ever imagine, until it completely engulfed the 

whole earth. Then these words came out from heaven, ‘And the Glory of 

the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea!’” 

 

As a direct result of these visions a Deep Sea Canoe Movement was launched 

in 1989 in Suva, Fiji. It was organised by the Mission Commission of the 

World Evangelical Fellowship and attended by its President, Dr Theodore 

Williams from India. Then in 1991 the Rev Maeli’au formed the South Pacific 

Prayer Assembly (SPPA). Meetings were held in Honiara, Solomon Islands in 

1991 and 1992, in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea in 1993, Brisbane, 

Australia in 1994, Auckland, New Zealand in 1995, Suva, Fiji in 1996, Upolu, 

Samoa in 1997, Nukualofa, Tonga in 1998, Port Moresby in 1999, the  
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Solomon Islands in 2000, Fiji in 2001 and Vanuatu in 2002.  

 

These meetings were marked by continuing revelation from the Lord. 

Amongst the significant communications was that in 1997, the 200
th
 birthday 

of the coming of the Gospel to Tahiti through the London Missionary Society 

(LMS); the Lord revealed that the mantle of the LMS had now become the 

mantle of the Deep Sea Canoe. The meeting in 1998 in Tonga, saw the launch 

of the Youth Army of the Lord, ‘dressed in the uniform of the Beauty of 

Holiness from the womb of the dawn’ (Psalm 110:3), where the morning 

dawns (Tonga) and the evening fades (Samoa). Under the Lord’s instruction, 

in 1998 the SPPA launched a World Worship Tour that visited fifty cities in 

five weeks to launch the Tabernacle of David (Amos 9:11-12, Acts 15:16). In 

2000 the Assembly was advised that Celestial War had been launched between 

the forces under Michael the Archangel and the Dragon (Revelations 12:7-9). 

In 2001 the command was to “Take up your positions” (II Chronicles 20:17), 

launching the second phase of the Celestial War in the Pacific. At the Vanuatu 

Assembly in 2002, “the Sceptre of the Lord was welcomed” (Psalm 110:2) 

and on the same day, the nation of Vanuatu became the first nation in the 

Pacific to make covenant with God. 

 

In 2003 the name of the Pacific Prayer Movement was changed to the All 

Pacific Prayer Assembly. The first meeting was hosted in Parliament House in 

Vanuatu; it was marked by the landing of the “little stone” (Daniel 2:34) in 

Vanuatu. In 2004 the assembly was held in French Polynesia at the 

Presidential Palace in Pape’ete in Tahiti. At this meeting it was revealed that 

‘Jesus who is to come’ was claiming his inheritance (Psalm 2) and setting His 

face like flint towards Jerusalem. The Assembly noted that this was the 

beginning of the restoration of the Kingdom of Israel (God?) from the ends of 

the earth (Acts 1:6-8). 

 

The Assembly was held in New Zealand in 2005. At this Assembly the Lord 

launched His War Canoe from Aotearoa, NZ, and declared the end of 

Babylon. (Note the financial crisis that followed in 2007). Then in 2006 the 

Assembly was held in Cairns, Australian, marking the 400
th
 Anniversary of 
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the Fernandos de Quiros proclamation over the Pacific in Vanuatu in 1606. At 

this meeting delegates saw the Pacific delivered from the spirit of the Pacific 

and the Pacific declared to be the “Great Land of the Holy Spirit”. At the 2007 

assembly in Papua New Guinea, “the Lord of Hosts presided over His Great 

Feast” (Isaiah 25:6-7). In 2008 the “little cloud” became three fast moving 

currents heading for the Americas and PNG became the first nation in 

history to sign the New Covenant. The 2009 meeting was held in Hawaii – 

Hawaii became the gateway for the Glory of the Lord into America. In 2009 

the APPA also convened at the William Carey University in California.  

 

In 2010 the Lord commanded that a Jerusalem Council be held. On the 10
th

 of 

October (101010) on the Mount of Olives, APPA members welcomed ‘the 

Lord who is to come’. The Deep Sea Canoe organisation was buried at the 

Garden Tomb in anticipation of its rebirth as a whole-world movement. The 

first All Peoples Prayer Assembly was held in Taiwan in April 2011, and a 

2nd Jerusalem Council was held on the 11
th

 of November that year. 

 

The year 2012 was declared to be a year of Breakthrough. The APPA joined 

the WPA in Jakarta, Indonesia in May. The theme was “Let the New Wave of 

His Glory fill the earth” (Habakkuk 2:14). Michael Maeli’au received the 

revelation that the Glory of the Lord is the New Wine that can only be 

contained in New Wineskins. The assembly recognised the most urgent need 

of the Global Church was to seek God for revelation as to what constitutes a 

new wineskin, without which we shall lose the New Wine. A third Jerusalem 

Council was held on the 12
th
 of December 2012. 

 

The third APPA event was held in Pennsylvania, USA in September 2013 

(Sukkot). It was hosted by the indigenous peoples of the Americas – the living 

remnants of the most easterly migration from Babel. The east coast of the 

Americas was recognised as the Far East from which the Glory of the Lord 

will return to Jerusalem (Ezekiel 43:1-5). The 4
th

 APPA Jerusalem Council 

was held on the 14-16
th

 December 2013. 

 

In 2014, the APPA met on the east coast of the USA at Sukkot and the Wave  
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was released. Meetings in Israel continued in 2014 and 2015. And in late 

August and early September of 2015 intercessors from across Europe and the 

Pacific met for five days in Romania under the banner The European Trumpet 

Call (private communication, Miloalii Siilata Tuailemafua). During the 

meeting Europe was declared to be Beulah, i.e. married to the Lord of Glory. 

The marriage covenant document was signed by representatives from nineteen 

European nations and witnessed by representatives from five Pacific nations. 

In 2016 Pastor Maeli’au will conduct seminars on the Kingdom of God on 

Earth in the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu. 

 

The APPA expects that Israel will host the Assembly at Sukkot in 2017 and 

that the occasion will be marked by “the official launching of the Revelation 

of the Glory of the Father… the third great invasion of planet earth by God in 

person”. They note that 2017 is the Jubilee of the City of Jerusalem; the 70
th
 

Anniversary of UN Resolution 181 which established the sovereignty of 

Israel; ninety years since Smith Wigglesworth prophesied in Australia that the 

last revival would start in the islands of the Pacific; and one hundred years 

since the liberation of Jerusalem from the Turks. They believe that the Glory 

Cloud will cover the earth by 2018 and that the spiritual rain that falls will 

precipitate a great harvest of souls into the Kingdom of God before the end of 

the age which will be marked by the coming of Messiah’s reign on the earth 

for a thousand years. 

 

A PERSONAL NOTE 

 

I find the APPA report relevant because it appears to fit with some of my own 

leadings over the past thirty years. On the 18
th

 of February 1985, I was sitting 

at my desk in Blackwood South Australia when the Holy Spirit spoke to me 

clearly and directly to: ‘Lay healing hands on the nations of Africa’. I had no 

idea what this meant; I had some money in a mission account and wondered 

whether the Lord wanted me to send some money to someone, but that did not 

seem to be it. About an hour later, the phone rang and a brother reported that 

the Lord had instructed him that morning ‘to count this day as the first day of 

the first month of the first year’. While neither of us was certain what any of 
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this meant we were aware that the Lord was saying something important, so I 

began to do some research. First of all I recalled that the 18th of February was 

the 3
rd

 Day of Adar in the Jewish’ Calendar. The significance of this was that 

the restoration of the Jewish Temple was completed on that day in 516 BC
 

(Ezra 6:15); perhaps the Lord was saying that His project up until that time 

had been completed and we were moving into “a new thing”? If so, what was 

closing and what was “the new thing”? I decided to do some further 

calculations. I remembered that by my account the date of the Exodus was 

1445 BC, making the time from the Exodus to the beginning of the ministry of 

Jesus in AD 26 1470 years or 30 Jubilees if we take the length of time 

between Jubilees to be 49 years (7 x 7). By this same count, the time span 

between AD 26 and AD 1985 is 1960 years or 40 Jubilees, making 70 Jubilees 

in all from the Exodus to 1985! That calculation suggested to me that the Time 

of the Gentiles had concluded and we could take it as read that God was doing 

a new thing. 

 

JUBILEES 

 

If no less a person than Judah ben Samuel and the APPA consider a Jubilee to 

be fifty years, how do I argue that it is 49 years? After all, the Rabbi’s 

prophecy seems to be supported by the strong evidence that the Turks ruled 

over Jerusalem for 400 years, etc.  

 

My reasoning is based on scripture. Leviticus 25:8 is very specific: ‘you shall 

number seven Sabbaths… seven times seven years, and the space of the seven 

Sabbaths of years shall be unto you forty nine years’. Verse 9 and 10 continue: 

‘Then you shall sound the trumpet on the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) in 

the fiftieth year throughout all your land and you shall hallow the fiftieth year 

and proclaim liberty…’ and so on. It is clear that important things must 

happen during the Feast of Tabernacles, i.e. six months into the year of 

Jubilee; so the Jubilee celebration is actually held 49 years and six months 

after the commencement of the Jubilee period. But, the Jubilee must be 

celebrated in the first year of a new sabbatical; for the seven year sabbatical 

count must go on as normal. It is the same with Pentecost, the Feast of 
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Weeks (Deuteronomy 16:9). The Lord instructs us to count seven weeks, forty 

nine days, from First Fruits (the 16
th

 day of Nisan) and celebrate Pentecost on 

the first day of the next week. There are no extra years or days inserted to 

celebrate these feasts. The weeks and sabbaticals must go on as normal. 

 

My position is based on a very clear word that the Lord gave me and I am 

encouraged that it related directly to the commencement of the ministry of 

Jesus (26 AD), which could be regarded as the most important date in history 

and must by any account be regarded as having a strong chance of being a 

Jubilee. The Jews do not recognise it but believers might well do so! I am not 

wishing to be dogmatic, just sharing what I interpret from what the Lord has 

told me. 

 

Further encouragement comes to me in the fact that the 1
st
 World Prayer 

Assembly was held at Pentecost 1984 and brother Maelieu’s first vision came 

the same year. In that context it seems right that my word came in February 

1985 on the 3
rd

 day of Adar and brother Maeliau’s second vision was given in 

1986. Reading the testimony of the Pacific brethren over the past 30 years 

suggests to me that the Lord has been preparing believers to act in the Lord’s 

next major action, which commenced, if the APPA brethren are correct, at 

Sukkot in 2014. 

 

Those of us who have been living and working in the Fleurieu Peninsula in 

South Australia, for the past 15 years or so, have had other important “words” 

in recent times
 
(after I Corinthians 12:1-11). In October 2001 one of our local 

brethren received a word that the Lord wanted us to attend a Praise Corroboree 

in Canberra. This was a Christian meeting organised by indigenous brethren to 

be held in the Great Hall of Parliament House. I told him I was too busy to go, 

but that night my bedside lamp came on without anybody touching it and I 

spent a time on my knees in my lounge while the Lord made it clear to me that 

it would please Him if I went to Canberra! We set off in my friend’s car the 

day before the meeting was due to start. We had another brother with us and I 

was in the back seat by myself. I asked the Lord what was the purpose of the 

meeting and He said: “I am setting up my government over Australia”! I asked 
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“What does that mean?”, and He said: “We will see what Australia will do 

with Me”. When we entered the Great Hall the next morning, two intercessors 

that I knew were emerging from the prayer room. I asked them: “What is the 

Lord saying this morning’; and they said: “He is saying that the Government is 

upon His shoulders”! We discovered during the day that there were about fifty 

non-indigenous people at the meeting who had been sovereignly commanded 

to attend this meeting, as we had. They came from all points of the continent 

and like us were uncertain and bemused as to what the Lord was doing. 

Despite our limited understanding, we all left the meeting with a sense that 

something important had happened. On our part, we returned home with a 

distinct sense that we had authority to carry out the Lord’s instructions in the 

area of land over which he had given us responsibility to administer on His 

behalf. 
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Chapter Two 

 

TERRITORIAL DELIVERANCE 
 

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities 

 and powers… (Ephesians 6:12) 

 

Four months after the Lord spoke to me at 9am on the 18
th
 February 1985, I 

was in an aircraft in the airport in Lagos, Nigeria and I heard a voice say: “For 

this cause you were born”. The word came out of nowhere; I was not praying 

nor expecting a word from the Lord. Was it in fact the Lord? If so, what cause 

was He talking about?! I asked for confirmation and received Psalm 24:1: 

‘The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and all they who 

dwell therein’. Further confirmation came a few weeks later when I was 

reading a book by Michael Cassidy the founder of African Enterprise.  

Michael told how on his way back from America he experienced a sovereign 

call in an aircraft sitting in the Lagos airport! It seemed to me that the word I 

received in Lagos was most likely to have been the Lord after all! 

 

This experience led me to understand that Jesus is very interested in the 

cosmos, i.e. the whole creation: space, matter, time and forces. We have 

tended to overlook the fact that John 3:16 says: ‘For God so loved the cosmos 

that He gave His only begotten Son…’ and II Corinthians 5:19 tells us that 

God has in Christ reconciled the whole cosmos to Himself. The man-centred 

Gospel has focused on the salvation of men. The Kingdom Gospel is focused 

on the whole creation. I came to see that our job is to take the land from the 

devil’s agents and lay it at Jesus’ feet. Then, and only then, will He come! 

Thank God we are finally seeing God’s purposes more clearly and finding 

ourselves equipped for acts of service that He ordained before the foundation 

of the earth (Eph. 2:10). It is pleasing to note that the notion “taking the land” 

is beginning to emerge across the Christian world. I have come to learn that 

when you have a good idea, a revelation from God, you are not the only one 

who has it! Hearing from God does not make you special or unique! 
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I returned to South Australia in early September 1985 and in December of that 

year two women from our assembly at Blackwood received a call from the 

Lord to visit India. Prior to departing they received remarkable instructions as 

to what they were to do in India. In particular, they were given the names of 

towns in which various kinds of Hindu practices were located. These were 

grouped geographically in triangles and our women were instructed to visit 

each town and to pray over each of them. A final instruction was given with 

regard to Varanasi (Benares) on the Ganges. This, said the Lord, is the seat of 

Satan, i.e. the place where Satan is. (He is not omnipresent you know! He has 

to be somewhere. He was at Pergamum at the time of Christ - Revelations 

2:13). The girls were instructed to drop a note in the River Ganges at Varanasi 

telling Satan that his time was finished. With what trepidation did our ladies 

drop that note in the river in the oppressive atmosphere of this most un-

savoury place! But the job was done and we understood that they had 

addressed the “strong man” and our assembly was being led to take on the 

devil with serious intent!  

 

This was an important journey in that it gave us insights as to how the enemy 

sets up his kingdom. Being a snivelling and pathetic creature, a principle 

demon finds a place to hide from which to bring spiritual influence over the 

land. It is vital to know the position of the princely demons; we have to bind 

the strong man if we wish to take the territory over which it has influence. We 

have learned that all princely demons can be found in definite locations. The 

principality over Islam is not in Mecca but hiding in Madagascar, having 

travelled there with Malay/Indonesian peoples in the 12
th

 Century AD. 

 

The second principle we learned from the India trip was that the priest caste, 

humans that operate by drawing on a demon’s power and influence, never 

locate at the same site as the demon. Our girls experience in India suggests 

that there are usually three operating sites associated with each major 

elemental spirit being. This was certainly the case at the time of Christ; Satan 

was located at Pergamum and the Celtic Druids that drew on his power were 

located at the salt mines near Hallstatt in Austria, in the hills above the Rhone 

Valley and in the Italian Alps. 
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TAKING THE LAND 

 

In June 1998 my wife and I returned from South Africa after an eleven year 

stint “standing against the persuasive voices” operating in the South African 

churches and in the education system. One of the first things we did was to 

visit Victor Harbor to meet with our brother in the Lord, Gerald Ramsey. 

While we were there, we decided to “break bread” on a hill called The Bluff 

which overlooks the sea at Victor Harbor. When we did so I felt to “Strike the 

Rock” and release a blessing into the Fleurieu Peninsula. The next day there 

was a funeral in town for a young footballer who had died. There were fifteen 

hundred people present, and as they stood in the street after the funeral they all 

began to weep silently for about half an hour. God was doing something! 

 

 
Fig. 1: The Victor Harbor foreshore; the Bluff at right in the distance. 

 

In late 2000, as the Millennium approached we were praying into the situation 

in Central Australia where we knew a major concentration of primal spirits 

was located. The Australian Government had announced that the Millennium 

Celebrations would begin when an aborigine elder at Uluru (Ayers Rock) gave 

the signal. As it was, the elder died close to the time and it was necessary for 

the local aborigines to observe one month of respect before they could again 

participate in public affairs; so the Millennium Celebrations had to begin 

without the elder’s blessing. This seemed to fit into what the Lord said to us 

when we were praying into the demon world at Uluru: “Don’t worry about 

these things”, He said, “I have dealt with them. Just concentrate on what I am 

doing”! It was soon after that that the Lord directed us to Canberra to attend 

the Praise Corroboree meeting in the Great Hall of the National Parliament. 
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During the Canberra meeting several politicians paid us a visit. They all 

commented that many white churches would love to run meetings in the Great 

Hall but only the indigenous brethren were given permission. Why was this? I 

remembered that in October 1998, two senior aborigine elders had gone out 

into the Olgas, a principle site of demons in Australia, and there at 2am had 

confessed the sins of their nations before Almighty God. We know this 

because three women intercessors we know went with them. No wonder the 

aborigines were permitted to run meetings in the National Parliament! If the 

white nations in Australia confess their sins, maybe they will be allowed to 

run meetings in the Great Hall too! As mentioned above, we returned from the 

Canberra meeting with a sense that we had a new authority to deal with the 

devil in the land that the Lord had given us to take on His behalf, viz. the 

Fleurieu Peninsula. 

 

In subsequent weeks and months we reconnoitred the Peninsula, consulted 

with intercessory groups and identified three major demonic centres: at Mt 

Barker, Goolwa and Wirrina. The sites were obvious because of the 

concentration of witches living around the first two sites and the history of 

spiritual darkness at the third site.  

 

Through books and conversations with local aborigines we discovered that 

these sites were well known to the indigenous Ngarrindjeri people that 

inhabited the area before European settlement in the 1840s. Many of the local 

Ngarrindjeri now claimed to be Christians but their claims for the spiritual 

sites we had discovered had distinct marks of the Apostasy. For instance, the 

Bluff at Victor Harbor (Fig. 1) they called Ngarrindjeri’s Club – with clear 

links to Bel the Confounder (Cush) in his various forms, e.g. the Roman Janus, 

the Nordic Donner, etc. At Goolwa, the aborigine women had links with the 

star cluster, the Seven Sisters. We began to pray for guidance as to how the 

spiritual powers operating at these centres might be neutralised.  

 

MT BARKER 

 

Mt Barker lies 45 kilometres east of Adelaide. It is named after Capt. Collett  
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Barker, an English sea captain, who arrived at Cape Jervis in April 1831. We 

discovered that, prior to European settlement, the aborigines called Mt Barker 

“The Bird of Death”. It was their practice to bury their dead on the south-west 

slope of the mountain and their belief that the souls of the dead travelled down 

the spine of the Mount Lofty Range that stretched down the Peninsula to Cape 

Jervis (Map 1) and then over to Kangaroo Island, which is known as the 

“Place of Dead Souls” by indigenous peoples all over the Australian continent. 

Having lived on Kangaroo Island for a time I am aware that this title is more 

than a fancy name; whether the voices we heard were demons or souls of the 

dead is uncertain, but they were real enough. 
 

  
 

Map 1: The Fleurieu Peninsula showing the demon sites at Mt Barker (top), Goolwa 

and Wirrina (near Second Valley). The Mount Lofty Range spine runs from Mt Barker 

to Cape Jervis (left). Kangaroo Island lies to the west of Cape Jervis. 

 

We discovered that Mt Barker is a Rainbow Spirit site. This is a common 

symbol amongst Australian aborigine peoples. To our great shame there is a 

Rainbow Serpent in the tiles on the floor of the Great Hall in the Australian 

Parliament House building.  
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We learned where the Mt Barker site was when a friend of ours rented a 

property near the Dawesley Post Office. At 2am on the first night that his 

family slept there my friend woke with a demon sitting on his chest. That 

happened every evening until my friend called in a local pastor to deal with it. 

The pastor anointed every post in the fence that surrounded the two acre 

property and prayers were said. When my friend’s wife returned to the house 

the demon said: “I am still here!” Which is not surprising; for, if the anointing 

of posts and prayer had been effective, they had fenced the demon in, not kept 

it out! My wife and I were present at the fence post anointing and as we 

walked around the property I noticed the Rainbow Serpent site. It was a small 

dam shaped like a snake’s head with two trees growing out of the dam wall 

where the eyes would be. The presence of water in the dam was also 

diagnostic. I was in touch with a person who had had years of dealing with the 

Rainbow Serpent in the Northern Territory. He and I returned to the property 

the next week and ordered the demon underground. As far as I know, it is still 

there. Things quietened down at the house but the witches and warlocks that 

live at Nairne and Littlehampton still maintain their activities. Fires can be 

seen burning on every hill in the area on Mid-summer Night. 

 

GOOLWA 

 

The township of Goolwa began life as a port on the River Murray. It is a 

popular place for tourists and week-end visitors from Adelaide, offering a 

surfing beach and good fishing. Until recently, it also had a major demon in 

residence, at a site called Signal Point. In 2004 I conducted a course in 

Territorial Deliverance and part of the program was to break bread at the three 

key sites in the Fleurieu. At Signal Point a 2m tall friend of mine was lifted 

30cm off the ground when we broke bread at the site. The demons whispered 

to him: “We know you are here”. To be effective against demons you need to 

be known by them. The sons of Sceva (Acts 19:13-16) found that out! 

 

The Goolwa demon did not have a local name but it seems to have been a 

Mother Earth type demon. There is a woman spirit associated with the 

Australian aborigines that is called Jezebelian (!). We know this because in 
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1986 this name was revealed to two believers who were led to a site at 

Booleroo Centre in the Mid-North of South Australia where they found a 

small pool of water and a gum tree shaped like a woman, even with breasts. 

The Goolwa demon seems to have been a similar spirit. It was located not far 

from the River Murray and one of its operations was to smash Caucasian 

marriages, i.e. take other people’s land, like Jezebel of Biblical fame.  

 

There was a major focus on Goolwa in the 1980s. The South Australian 

Government planned to build a bridge over the River Murray to service the 

people on Hindmarsh Island. Local aborigine people greatly objected to this, 

telling us that the site was significant for Secret Women’s Business and should 

be treated as sacred. It turned out that, back in the days when whalers were 

common along the coast near Goolwa, whalers and aborigine women “got 

involved”. The whalers’ reports tell us that the women were “easy” but 

aboriginal talk is that the women were raped. Whatever the case, the women 

became pregnant and, recognising that mix-race children would not be 

accepted by the tribe, they aborted them and buried them in the sand hill at 

Rankey’s Landing on Hindmarsh Island 

 

Just after we returned from Canberra in 2001 my wife and I were instructed by 

the Lord to live in the Southern Fleurieu for a time. We rented a house in 

Goolwa for most of 2002. We came away not seeing much change in the 

spiritual condition of the Goolwa site but at least had the satisfaction of 

knowing that the local demons “knew us”. This became important at a later 

time (see below). 

 

The witches that operated on the power of the Goolwa demon live down the 

road at another small township called Middleton (Map 1). They have been a 

very active group, holding regular psychic fairs and taking positions in local 

and state government. Various Christian groups meet at Goolwa and 

Middleton but, sadly, they appear to have had no impact on the witches’ 

activities. 

 

In 2005, an extraordinary thing happened. Two “simple” village men from  
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Papua New Guinea were sitting on the beach near the Fly River when the 

Holy Spirit commanded them to go to Australia. They had no money or visas, 

but somehow they arrived in Adelaide and were directed to speak at a meeting 

at Middleton. When they came into the area the Middleton witches were 

immediately aware of it. We know this because two of them turned up at the 

meeting that the men addressed that evening. When they walked in to the 

meeting the Papuans recognised them and challenged them to abandon their 

devil worship and accept Christ. I was left wondering at the powerlessness of 

the Western Christian groups that live and meet in the Goolwa area and the 

evident spiritual credentials of two Holy Spirit filled villagers from PNG!  

 

In late June 2015, I was planning a Christian Business Men’s meeting in 

Goolwa, when the Lord spoke to me to order the Goolwa demon off the 

planet. I drove to Goolwa full of the Holy Spirit and with clear instructions as 

to what I was to do. It was my pleasure to see the area over which the demon 

had had influence set free for the establishment of Christ’s Kingdom.  

 

The operation of that Kingdom started in early July 2015 when we held a 

meeting at the Goolwa Hotel. One man whose marriage and family had been 

sadly broken by the Goolwa demon came into victory. After the meeting we 

visited the site where the demon had been resident and the memorial to the 

Ngarrindjeri “Basket Weavers” (Bell, 1998). Being conscious that the Lord’s 

people needed to watch over the Lord’s land to ensure the devils did not 

return, I indicated to the local church leaders that I was called to Wirrina for 

the time being and would have to leave Goolwa in their hands. 

 

WIRRINA 

 

Wirrina is a tourist venue located on the north coast of the Southern Fleurieu 

Peninsula, about half way between Second Valley and Normanville. In the 

1980s it was a popular recreation site for local people but in the early 1990s it 

was purchased by the head of Taylor College in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and 

set up to become a University. Unfortunately, the Dato, a Christian, died of a 

brain tumour in 1997 and the property imploded. Another owner purchased 
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the property and tried to run it as an international tourist site but the business 

failed; large debts developed and the property was in and out of receivership 

until 2014 when the administrator sold off the property in portions to a number 

of good managers.  

 

We had been aware for some time that Wirrina had a spiritual problem. My 

son Stephen and his wife Ilona spent a night there in 1986; they were taken by 

the throat by something and spent most of the night praying in tongues! Our 

investigations in 2002 led us to understand that there was an elemental spirit 

(Gk. stoicheon) located at the site which had ruled over it for centuries. From 

local aborigine people we learned that, prior to white settlement, two hilltops 

overlooking the sea, on either side of the inlet, were sites for aborigine spirit 

men to sit and conduct spiritual practices. Stories of the involvement of spirits 

in human affairs since the resort was built were common place. A cook who 

had worked at Wirrina told me that a demon had sat on a chair in the kitchen 

the whole time that she worked there; she said nothing to it and it said nothing 

to her! During the period 1992 to 1998 a number of people met strange deaths 

at Wirrina. My friend Gerald worked there in the earth moving business for a 

time; one day something took hold of him and almost caused his tractor to 

take him over a 60m cliff. On another day he was in his truck and something 

took hold of him and he was unable to move for nearly an hour. He finally 

reached his mobile phone and was able to ring someone to pray for him. 

 

In the 1980s and 1990s a group of lawyers in Adelaide calling themselves 

“The Family” used to conduct animal sacrifices at Wirrina on a regular basis. 

They were paedophiles and it is quite possible that the blood found on trees at 

Wirrina was the blood of young boys kidnapped for sexual purposes, because 

several of their bodies were never found. In 1996, Gail Harrison, an 

intercessor from Adelaide was instructed to go to Wirrina and take authority 

over this activity. Soon afterwards some members of the Family were arrested 

and one was gaoled for murder. 

 

The demon at Wirrina we discovered was of the type identified by Hislop 

(1959) as the Hidden One. Over the years we spent dealing with the demon we 
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became aware of Hidden One type activities across the region. We were led to 

a number of properties that had strange devices erected in paddocks which 

obviously had spiritual significance.  

 

The boundary between the influence of this demon and the one at Goolwa was 

very distinct. We learned this when attending a camp meeting at Port Elliott, a 

village to the west of Middleton (Map 1). The line went through the middle of 

the camp site; when you moved one way you could feel the presence of one 

type of demon, when you moved the other way you experienced the other 

demon. This line we found extended northwards via the Myponga Valley to a 

point just south of Sellicks Beach on the north coast of the Peninsula. 

Everything west of this line was under the influence of the Wirrina demon. At 

this time we have not been led to find the line between the Goolwa spirit and 

that at Mt Barker. 

 

Perhaps the most blatant evidence of apostate activity we found in the area 

was that in the Yankalilla Anglican Church. It started when a woman thought 

she saw the outline of the Virgin on the front wall of the church one day and 

the resident priest turned the church building into a sacred site. People turned 

up from all over Australia to seek healing from the Virgin Mother! The side 

wall inside the church became covered with paper requests to the Virgin and 

the place stunk of incense. In the garden there were three statues: one was a 

classical flaxen haired virgin mother figure (Flava Ceres, Europa, Minerva, 

etc.); another was clearly an Astarte site; and the third was a disgusting male 

figure birthing animals between its legs! Not nice things for a Christian church 

to be displaying. The reputation of the place grew until a Maori choir arrived 

from New Zealand and announced that they intended to stay and conduct daily 

sung services of adoration to the Virgin. This was too much for the local 

Bishop; he decided enough was enough and closed these activities down. 

 

In 2003, my wife and I and a number of our Christian friends attended a 

meeting at Wirrina to hear a visiting preacher from Kenya speak. During a 

time of worship the Holy Spirit commanded me to “Call down the angels”. 

This was a new idea for me at the time; I called down the angels but not so 
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loudly that anybody would hear me! Within minutes several people called out 

that they could see angels and the next day we found that the whole spiritual 

atmosphere at Wirrina had changed. The impact was evident as far away as 

Victor Harbor.  

 

In 2004 the Wirrina property came on the market and a group of us decided to 

buy it. Our reasoning was: if the angels are down and the demon is under 

control, then we should buy the land and place it at the feet of Jesus. We had 

no money but were successful in gaining a loan for $16 million. Sadly, we 

were unsuccessful in our bid; we found out later that we had offered the best 

price but the administrator had decided to take another tack to ensure the 

property remained under his control.  

 

In February 2013 I received an instruction from the Lord to take a team down 

to Wirrina and order the demon off the planet. This we did, and since that time 

there has been strong evidence that the demon has gone: the new age people 

and witches have ceased operating in the area, and there have been a number 

of instances where Hidden One type activities have been brought into the light 

across the region. Prostitution and drug rackets were exposed on some of the 

properties mentioned above, and the Bluff is a much sweeter place than it was 

a few years ago. Best of all, the Wirrina site is now a place full of angels. We 

believe that the Lord wants the site for His purposes and are pressing into 

gaining control of it under His instructions. The word we are receiving is that 

the Lord wants the site for a Temple for the Holy Spirit from which His people 

can institute His governmental order over the land area previously controlled 

by the elemental spirit. There has been much prophetic word over the area 

recently from a wide variety of sources. One persistent word indicates that the 

Wirrina site will serve as a conduit for the coming wave of the Spirit predicted 

by the APPA (Chapter 1). We have no money but are looking for the Lord to 

provide what we need to possess His land. 

 

JUSTIN MONAGHAN’S VISION 

 

In confirmation of the Wave of the Spirit predicted by the APPA, in recent  
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times a number of people living in the Southern Fleurieu have seen visions of 

a spiritual tsunami coming into the Victor Harbor area. One of them is Justin 

Monaghan, an artist who painted what he saw. He saw a wave coming from 

the South East (the South Pole) and the symbolism conforms to the vision of 

the APPA. Is this clear evidence that the spiritual tsunami is coming? 

 

 

 
Justin Monaghan’s painting: see the Bluff on the right, the Glory of the Lord  

coming from the South East and the wave entering a region of spiritual darkness. 
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Chapter Three 

 

THE FIRST WAVE – TIMES OF REFRESSHING 
 

Repent and be converted that your sins may be blotted out 

when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord (Acts 3:19) 

  

In its latter days, the Western Church came into what the apostle Peter called 

‘times of refreshing’ (Acts 3:19). I will pick up the story in 1806, when the 

Holy Roman Emperor, Francis II, abdicated. Prior to that, the church in 

Europe had been under the protection and sponsorship of the reconstituted 

Empire for a thousand years, commencing with the rule of Charlemagne as 

Emperor in 800AD. It was a nice arrangement whereby the Emperor was the 

most powerful figure in Europe during his lifetime, but new Emperors had to 

“kiss the Pope’s stirrup” in order to become Emperor (Bryce 1890); that is, for 

a brief moment, every now and then, the spiritual power was seen to be greater 

than the temporal. Under the Emperor’s protection, the church survived, even 

though its history does not necessarily make good reading.  

 

Two powerful forces emerged in post mediaeval times. The Reformation, 

beginning with the publication by Martin Luther of Ninety Five Theses in 

1518 and the rise of the Enlightenment, the age of reason, under Spinoza, John 

Lock, Pierre Bayle, Voltaire and Isaac Newton in the second half of the 17
th
 

Century. By the early 19
th

 Century these forces were so strong that the fall of 

the Empire in 1806 left the church extremely vulnerable. The church tried 

many different manoeuvres to retain its authority. The Cardinal of Dublin 

distinguished himself by announcing that Mary, Jesus’s mother, like Jesus 

Himself, was immaculately conceived. But no such strategy was sufficient to 

prevent Garibaldi defeating the Pope’s armies in 1870. The Pope lost control 

of considerable land and was confined to the Vatican.  

 

These events forced the church authorities to do some serious thinking about 

their purpose and function in a changing world. Pope Pius IX called the First  
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Vatican Council in 1868. It continued until mid-year 1870. The main outcome 

was the Dei Filius, a new constitution for the Holy Catholic Apostolic Roman 

Church on its teachings with regard to God, revelation and faith. How 

extraordinary that the church should be revising its constitution 1840 years 

after Jesus had ascended and the Holy Spirit had come to the planet! 

 

With its temporal power taken away and secular humanism on the rise, the 

church decided that its main task was to offer the sacraments to a needy world. 

This continued to be its claim to legitimacy until just before the 

commencement of the Second World War when the secular humanist view 

that humans could solve their own problems was in the ascendency. The 

trauma of the Second World War left people thinking that maybe humans 

could not solve their own problems after all, and in 1962, Pope John 23
rd

 

called Vatican II. This ran until 1965. The main outcomes were yet another 

constitution (the Lumen Gentium) and 16 Decrees. The 12th Decree, The 

Decree of the Apostolate of the Laity, is of special interest. This said that 

Christians should not be living in seminaries but should be out in the world 

walking with people in their daily lives. The result was that the seminaries 

emptied and Catholic education suffered badly due to the loss of unpaid staff.  

 

In the same period (1870-1965), the Lord introduced a series of influential 

ministries to the USA and the United Kingdom. I shall just mention a few of 

them. 

 

John Alexander Dowie 

  

In 1860, a young man called John Alexander Dowie came with his parents 

from Scotland to live in Adelaide, South Australia. In 1868 he returned to 

Scotland to study theology and in 1872 he returned to Australia to take up an 

appointment as pastor of the Congregational Church at Alma in South 

Australia. In 1873 he moved to Manly in New South Wales, then to Newtown 

before heading to the USA in 1888. He eventually settled in Chicago and 

established Zion City with a congregation of eight thousand. Dowie saw 

himself as Elijah the Restorer, the forerunner to the return of the Christ 
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(Malachi 4:5-6). He emphasised spiritual gifts, divine healing and apostolic 

offices in the church. He could preach in a paddock to a thousand people and 

took quite a few Australians with him when he left for the USA – two sisters 

of my maternal grandmother among them, as I have mentioned above. 

 

                  
John A. Dowie as Elijah!       John G Lake 

 

John G Lake 

 

Amongst Dowie’s disciples was the Canadian, John G Lake. Lake took his 

brother who had been an invalid for twenty two years to Chicago to see 

Dowie. In a matter of moments after people laid their hands on him, the 

brother got up and walked! Next, the Lakes took their 34-year-old sister who 

was dying from breast cancer. She had been operated on five times and had to 

be carried in on a stretcher. She too was healed. Dowie and Lake then prayed 

for another sister who was bleeding to death - she lived also. That left only 

Jennie, Lake’s wife, who also had a terminal condition. Lake decided it would 

be different this time; he set a time, 9:30 am on the 28
th

 of April, 1898 and 

telegraphed friends, instructing them to pray at that time when he would lay 

his hands on his wife and she would be healed. She was healed, crying out 

with a voice as big as her husband's boldness: “Praise God! I am healed!” 

 

Lake received the Baptism in the Holy Spirit in 1907 and left the USA for 

Johannesburg in South Africa that year. There he set up the Apostolic Faith 
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Mission (AFM) with Thomas Hezmalhalch; they saw the development of five 

hundred assemblies in the space of two years thanks to many healings. Sadly 

Jennie Lake died in late 1908 and in disgust Lake returned to the USA after 

less than two years of ministry in Africa. 

 

But there was a major move amongst African folk as a result of Lake’s 

ministry. They formed Zionist churches, and by 1977 there were some three 

thousand Zionist denominations registered in South Africa alone. The Zion 

Christian Church based at Pietersburg in the Northern (Limpopo) Province of 

South Africa remains by far the largest with six million baptised adult 

members. I visited their Easter Camp in 1988. It was quite a sight to see over 

one million people gathered in one paddock! 

 

Charles S Price 

 

Charles Price was born in Sheffield in the UK in 1887. He studied law at 

Oxford and moved to Canada soon after graduating. He was a Methodist Lay 

Preacher and took up a pastorate in Spokane, Washington State, USA before 

moving to Alaska and finally Lodi, California. There he was converted and 

filled with the Holy Spirit under the ministry of Aimee Semple McPherson, 

speaking in tongues on his back on the floor! From this experience he returned 

to the Lodi congregation where, as a result of his testimony, one thousand 

people set up a tarrying meeting. This community eventually formed the Lodi 

Gospel Team and Price began an itinerant preaching ministry across the USA 

and Canada. Many healings were reported.  

One of the greatest miracles of healing associated with the Lodi Team’s 

ministry took place in a campaign in Victoria, British Columbia in April of 

1923. The meeting took place in an ice hockey rink which seated ten thousand 

people. By the time the campaign ended on the 19
th

 of April, a quarter of a 

million people had attended services and more than five thousand people had 

been prayed for by the evangelist. Meetings were held three times a day and 

there were often a thousand or more at the altar seeking the Lord. On April the 

17
th
, the Rev. W.J. Knott was seated on the platform with a huge goitre on his 
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neck which was visible to the entire audience. He had had the goitre for some 

ten years and also suffered from palpitations of the heart, and intense 

headaches due to severe eye problems. When Dr Price prayed for him with the 

laying on of hands, the large goitre began to shrink until it disappeared before 

the watchful multitude’s eyes! His heart palpitations and eye problems were 

cured also.   

The healing of Ruby Dimmick was equally dramatic. At the age of 13, her 

spine had begun to curve until it drew up her right leg by 1.5 inches. Surgeons 

in Toronto operated, but were unable to lengthen the leg. For eight years she 

wore a built-up shoe and used a cane. Ruby was sitting beside her father, far 

distant from the evangelist, when she was touched by the healing power of 

God. The short leg lengthened and she got up and excitedly ran down the 

aisle, hobbling unevenly because of the built up boot.  

Smith Wigglesworth 

Smith Wigglesworth was born in Menston, Yorkshire, UK in 1859. He was 

illiterate as a child but developed a powerful ministry with an emphasis on 

healing. Smith came to Australia and at one service he laid hands on Pastor 

Norm Armstrong and prophesied over him saying: “Australia has been chosen 

by God for a great move of the Holy Spirit… the greatest move of God ever 

known in mankind’s history. It will start towards the end of the 20th century 

and move into the 21st century. It will…spread throughout the whole world 

and usher in the second coming of Jesus… God will raise up a man in 

Australia who will lead this move of God under the anointing of the Holy 

Spirit. This man will bow down to no one other than God. He will have 

tremendous favour in the nation of Australia”. In later years, Pastor Armstrong 

nominated a certain brother as “the man” but we have heard little or nothing 

from him since. I met Pastor Armstrong several times but not his nominee. 

Oral Roberts and Demos Shakarian 

 

Oral Roberts from Tulsa Oklahoma started a healing ministry in 1947 which  
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brought a lot of blessing. A one-time co-worker of ours, Elizabeth Rowlands, 

was his personal assistant for a season. She was a daughter of Pastor Philip 

Duncan, a pioneer Pentecostal minister in Sydney who was ordained to the 

ministry by Smith Wigglesworth in a Brisbane hotel.  

 

It was Oral Roberts that encouraged Demos Shakarian to form the Full Gospel 

Business Mens Fellowship International in 1952. This movement has 

penetrated one hundred and forty two countries and has been a significant 

non-denominational site for bringing many thousands of people to a personal 

intimate relationship with the Lord. In Australia the movement went well until 

1985 when the Directors incorporated the movement. From that time FGBMFI 

Australia regularly lost 10% of its membership each year. Compare this with 

Nicaragua where FGBMFI is a recent innovation. There the members meet in 

small groups and invite unsaved people to lunch; testimonies are shared and in 

ten years the membership has grown to half a million! The movement has 

made big inroads into Muslim nations like Malaysia and Indonesia in recent 

times. This history makes the point that God has not ordained new structures, 

His emphasis is always on process: ‘Go….!’ When we do what God asks us to 

do, the work prospers; when we start building structures and giving ourselves 

titles the work stagnates. Recently the FGBMFI split in Australia. I am doing 

what I can to heal the wound because I believe that FGBMFI is called to play 

a significant part in the Second Wave. 

 

REVIVALS 

 

Over the past century there have been a number of significant “revivals”. 

Azusa Street was a remarkable happening that focused the “receiving of the 

Holy Spirit” for all believers in a fresh way. And Evan Roberts’s Welsh 

Revival was extraordinary in that one hundred thousand souls were added to 

the kingdom in the space of two years (1904-1905). This revival may have 

continued if Roberts had not been persuaded to withdraw from public life by 

Jessie Penn-Lewis. Penn-Lewis participated in the Welsh Revival but 

afterwards declared that some of it was the work of Satan! When humans put 

their hands on God’s work, revival diminishes! 
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            Evan Roberts          Jessie Penn-Lewis 

 

These we may say were “Pentecostal” revivals harking back to Acts 19:2-7. 

Paul had just returned to Ephesus, and meeting ‘certain disciples’ he asked 

them: ‘Have you received the Holy Spirit since you believed?’ They said: ‘We 

have not so much as heard whether there is any Holy Spirit’, knowing only the 

baptism of John. Paul rebaptised them in the name of Jesus and they spoke in 

tongues and prophesied. The scripture records that the disciples moved with 

Paul to the School of Tyrannus and in the space of two years everybody, both 

Jews and Gentiles, heard the word of the Lord Jesus with signs and miracles 

following. In the period 1977-79, our family had a similar experience. In the 

space of two years in Malawi we distributed tracts and a six part Bible Course 

and received 117 000 responses. A survey conducted by the Religious Studies 

Department of the University of Malawi four years later found that our 

literature had been a main cause of the people of Central Africa adhering to a 

genuine Christology. 

 

THE CHARISMATIC MOVEMENT 

 

Immediately following Vatican II (1965) the Holy Spirit “fell” on groups of 

students studying at universities in the USA. The Roman Catholic Duquesne 

University in Pittsburgh is reported to be the first to receive this visitation, 

closely followed by Notre Dame in Indiana, also a Catholic centre. And 
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students at the University of Michigan were similarly blessed. The signs of the 

visitation were the same as those that manifested at Pentecost 30AD in 

Jerusalem, in the house of Cornelius at Caesarea (Acts 10:44-46) and at 

Ephesus under Paul’s ministry (Acts 19:6); people spoke in tongues and 

prophesied as the Holy Spirit gave them utterance. This movement was named 

the Charismatic movement by Harold Bredesen a Lutheran pastor in the USA, 

who saw it as a charismatic revival in the historic denominations. God was 

enlivening the “old” church for service as part of His end-time strategy. The 

movement gained momentum all over the USA and Canada, touching 

Catholics, Episcopalians, Methodists and Lutherans in particular. People like 

Kevin Ranaghan (Catholic) and Larry Christensen (Lutheran) became 

prominent in promoting the movement, along with Episcopalians Dennis and 

Ellen Bennett from Van Nuys, California who had met the Lord in dramatic 

fashion one day in 1959 at 9 o’clock in the morning . 

 

The United Kingdom was also touched. Anglican priests Michael Harper and 

Colin Urquhart had a huge influence in the UK, Australia and New Zealand. 

From New Zealand significant ministry came from the Scripture in Song team 

and people like Bill Subritzky. In Australia the movement found a place in the 

lives of many Catholics, Anglicans, Lutherans and Methodists at spontaneous 

meetings in both the cities and country areas. 

 

In my home town of Adelaide we were blessed by the ministry of John Smith,  

the Christian Bikie in 1970; he greatly impacted young people in the 

universities and teachers colleges. Then in 1972, Frank Houston, an 

Assemblies of God pastor from New Zealand domiciled in Sydney, Australia, 

ran six weeks of meetings in Adelaide that touched many. I attended his first 

meeting – there were forty two people in attendance in the Assemblies of 

God’s building at Klemzig. At the last meeting there were three thousand in 

attendance at the Centennial Hall at Goodwood. On the latter night many first 

time commitments were made in the main hall, my wife and two of my sons 

included, and nine hundred people went into a side hall to seek the Baptism in 

the Holy Spirit. In those days, a wonderful ecclesia developed at St Aloysius 

College in Wakefield Street, Adelaide. Each Saturday evening, 500+ people 
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would assemble in St Cecilia’s Hall to hear what the Lord was saying through 

the prophets. You could not sit down, there were too many people. Some 

people alongside of you could be heard calling on the Virgin but somehow it 

did not matter. Someone would bring a scripture and people down the other 

end of the hall would cry out: “We have already had that one down here!” 

Keith Green visited Adelaide at one time. While he was ministering in song, 

he stopped and said: “There is a man over there that God is healing right 

now”. My eldest son Tim attended the meeting, despite that fact that he had 

severe ‘flu symptoms at the time; he was the man God was healing – the 

symptoms disappeared instantly. 

 

In 1975, Vision Ministries ran a Charismatic Conference at Ormond College 

Melbourne. My wife and I, together with our son Tim and a group of believers 

from Coromandel Valley attended the meeting. Having been locked into the 

Methodist church system for 40 years, it was fantastic to find yourself 

worshipping with two thousand believers from a variety of other 

denominations. Among the speakers were Graham Pulkingham (Church of the 

Redeemer, Houston, Texas), Michael Harper (Anglican UK), Loren 

Cunningham (YWAM, USA), Leo Harris, (Christian Revival Crusade, 

Adelaide) and Dan Armstrong (Methodist, Canberra). Michael Harper was 

asked whether he prayed for the sick. He said: “I do”. When he was asked how 

he prayed, he replied: “I first ask the Lord what he wants to do; sometimes he 

tells me he wants to heal the sick person so I speak this out and the person gets 

healed. Sometimes He says nothing, but I still pray and sometimes the person 

gets healed and sometimes they do not!” Good pragmatic advice for anybody 

wishing to receive something from the Lord I think. Loren Cunnigham spoke 

on Multiplying the Ministry and the Death and Resurrection of Visions; both 

sermons proved to be of immense value to me in later years. 

 

In South Africa, many Reformed folk were filled with the Holy Ghost and, 

Pastor Ed Roebert at the Hatfield Baptist Church in Pretoria came into huge 

blessing. His experience was significant in that Evangelical Denominations 

across the world were highly resistant to the Charismatic Movement in the 

1970s. The Evangelical’s problem was that they had taken the position that the 
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spiritual gifts outlined in I Corinthians 12 had become unnecessary once the 

New Testament Canon was established; in their view God only speaks to us 

when we read the Bible! In 1985 the Lord began to use John Wimber to reach 

the Evangelicals with the New Covenant message - that humans can be 

indwelt with the Holy Spirit and enter into an intimate relation with Him by 

welcoming (receiving) him through the veil that lies between the human spirit 

and soul.  

 

The Charismatic Movement has never stopped. God is still committed to 

engaging with hungry human souls in Western Churches. In the 1990s 

significant moves were experienced in the Vineyard Church in Toronto, 

Canada; and in the USA, the Assemblies of God in Pensacola and a church in 

Smithton, Missouri were similarly blessed. And the movement has continued 

uninterrupted amongst Spanish speaking Catholics in South America to the 

present time.  In other places, including my hometown of Adelaide, the 

movement appeared to stop in 1979. Why was this? 

 

Behind the scenes at the aforementioned Melbourne Conference in 1975, 

while Anglicans, Catholics, Lutherans and Methodists were enjoying rich 

fellowship in the meetings, denominational leaders were meeting in small 

groups behind the scene and forming Denominational Charismatic 

Fellowships. Their motivation, they said, was to bless their churches with the 

charismatic experience, but in actuality they were mostly ordained brethren 

who were fearful of being dis-fellowshipped and losing their identity as a 

result of their association with the movement. At the end of the Conference 

they made their announcement and people rushed to join the various 

denominational groups. They failed to understand that God had broken out of 

the bounds of Church structures; what they were now doing was bringing the 

move of the Holy Spirit back under those structures and effectively 

smothering it. Dr Barry Chant, a Pentecostal pastor with a Baptist background 

brought the word in 1979: ‘And the children of Israel departed from there at 

that time, every man to his own tribe… In those days there was no king in 

Israel, every man did what was right in his own eyes’, (Judges 21:24-25). I 

recently read an outstanding article on Vatican II written by a Catholic 



45 
 

Bishop; it was excellent at every point except that it was clear that the writer 

did not understand that God had escaped the boundaries of church structures. 

This remains a possibility that is incomprehensible to committed churchmen. 

 

In time, each of the denominational charismatic groups were either absorbed 

into the fold or rejected by their denominational leaders. Some of them took 

the Acts 2:41-47 passage as a pattern for fellowship and tried to establish 

communities. Large buildings were purchased into which several families 

moved in order to live together and practice unhelpful habits like having a 

“common purse”.  The Catholic Charismatic Renewal in Adelaide eventually 

moved to Queensland where it tore itself to pieces. Some Lutherans ran a 

ministry called Jacob’s Ladder that worked well while it operated from a 

shop-front in the City of Adelaide. Later, when they brought in an ordained 

Lutheran Pastor to run the work, the movement faded away because all he was 

interested in was getting the approval of the denominational leaders and 

maintaining his ordination. I know this because when I returned from Africa in 

1980 I found people from the Lutheran community he formed (The Servants 

of Christ) wandering around the city like lost sheep. I learned that the pastor 

and his wife lived in Sydney, and when I was there briefly I met with them 

and found, sadly, that their total focus was on how to get the local Lutheran 

Pastor to accept them as Lutherans!  

 

The end of the Charismatic Movement in Adelaide was the believer’s choice, 

not God’s choice. Happily, some of us were led to more productive activities.  

In 1973, our family moved to Coromandel Valley in the hills above Adelaide. 

We built a new home and the Lord was gracious in seeing that my wife and I 

and our three boys were all filled with the Holy Spirit before we moved into it. 

We were led to hold Sunday evening meetings in our home for three years 

(1974-76). The Lord turned up every time we met. Children as young as seven  

years old received the Holy Spirit while they were walking around the room. 

More particularly, in November 1974 the Lord led me to read the book of 

Haggai and shared with me His intention of restoring His work amongst us. 

Following this, He surrounded me with a call to Africa and in June 1976 

sovereignly directed my wife and me to make our Pentecostal offering 
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(Deuteronomy 16:9-11). After three days of reflection as individuals we came 

together to offer the Lord our lives, our children and all of our money and 

belongings. That action led to us going to Africa and enjoying many other 

adventures these past forty years. 

 

WHY RENEWAL IN THE OLD CHURCHES? 

 

In Revelations 12 we read of a woman travailing to be delivered of a son; she 

is attacked by a dragon and flees into the wilderness, where she had a place 

prepared for her by God. It is my understanding that this scripture brings light 

on the history of Christians who were persecuted in Europe and moved to the 

ends of the earth during the immediate past several hundred years. It was these 

groups in particular who were blessed by the Charismatic Renewal in the 

USA, New Zealand, Australia, South Africa and the UK. In retrospect it is 

clear that in this blessing the Lord was preparing a people to serve Him in His 

end-time strategy to reach the nations. At least, that is my belief, and I was 

encouraged recently when this notion was confirmed by a prophetic sister 

from Malaysia who has travelled the world ministering with her husband. 

 

The pattern is clear. When God wished to start His renewal process He sent 

His Son to walk with certain disciples. When He had completed this program 

these same disciples were baptised with the Holy Spirit and sent out as 

apostles on to the streets of Jerusalem and eventually to the whole of the 

Roman Empire. (NB: The Greek word apostolos is no different from the Latin 

missio; missionaries and apostles are the same thing. Apostles are not superior 

beings holding hierarchical office as some are claiming in our time. Forget the 

titles – think of the process. If you are sent on a mission, then GO! And hang 

on to the Lord tightly or you will miss your way and become ineffective). 

 

In recent history, before the Lord sent His Holy Spirit to the old churches he 

raised up Pentecostals who were of immense help to us in the Charismatic 

Movement when the Spirit fell. Now we are blessed to be an army of believers 

who will be available to walk with the nations when he makes His final move, 

the outpouring of His Spirit upon all flesh.  
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Pentecostals were called to come alongside of spiritually hungry people and 

ask the question: “Have you received the Holy Spirit since you believed?” I 

was privileged to walk with a number of outstanding genuine Pentecostals. 

Gerald Rowlands was a case in point; it is not well known, but he had an 

outstanding ministry leading denominational leaders in South Australia to be 

filled with the Holy Ghost. I saw him do the same thing in South Africa. 

Pastor Marion Rankine was a Catholic lay person at White River; after Gerald 

introduced her to the Holy Spirit in 1979, she went forth in the power of the 

Spirit to establish Manna, a community of believers that has had a significant 

ministry into the Mpumalanga area. My brother in law, John Ward also has 

this ministry; I cannot count the people that he has led into the experience of 

the Baptism in the Holy Spirit.  

 

It is a pity that Pentecostals formed church structures as they had no calling to 

do so. It has been my experience that Pentecostal theology has always been 

Evangelical,
 
and it is not surprising that only 5% of Pentecostals in the USA 

speak in tongues! The Assemblies of God Statement of Faith in Australia 

begins with the statement: “We believe that the Bible is the Very Word of 

God…” You can hardly get more Evangelical (blasphemous?) than that.  

 

The Evangelical position is flawed; and not just because they have taken the 

Holy Spirit out of the equation. People do not get saved by hearing good 

sermons and repeating sinner’s prayers; it is God’s plan that He reveal 

Himself to individuals humans Himself (Hebrews 8:11; Matthew 16:20). 

People get saved by a sovereign act of God, Who is pleased to place his Spirit 

within human temples, despite our imperfections, once we declare ourselves 

committed to His agenda. The apostle Paul is adamant: ‘Christ in us is the 

hope of Glory!’ And the Kingdom is advanced by believers using the Keys of 

the Kingdom that the Holy Spirit gives us (pneumatikon/charismata, spiritual 

gifts) to speak out and transform the world around us. Thankfully, some of us 

have learned, as Reinhard Bonnke learned, that “God’s Word in our mouth is 

just as powerful as God’s word in His mouth!” 
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Chapter Four 
 

THE SECOND WAVE 
 

All the Earth shall be filled with the Glory of the Lord (Numbers 14;21) 

 

Our brothers in the Pacific have been diligent in prayer and the Lord has given 

them encouragements that the whole earth is about to be filled with His Glory, 

as He told Moses it would be many years ago (Numbers 14:21). Talking with 

other believers I find that there is general agreement that a second wave of the 

Holy Spirit is about to happen. I say second, because the Charismatic 

Movement preceded it. There was a former rain (in the Western churches); 

and now a latter rain that will touch all nations (Jeremiah 5:24; Hosea 6:3; Joel 

2:23 and Zechariah 10:1). 

 

The first wave started in North America and flowed westward. It seems likely 

then, as Prophet Maeli'au’s vision has revealed, that the second wave will start 

in the same place and flow in the same direction. The question is: what is the 

purpose of this wave and what will be the result. Is this the time for the 

coming of Messiah in His resurrected body or is this a Holy Spirit visitation to 

equip the nations to take control of the planet and lay it at Jesus feet before He 

comes? My expectation would be that the second wave will be a Holy Spirit 

happening and this view is supported by (1) what the Lord told Pastor 

Maeli’au in his first vision, that this would be “the final rain of the outpouring 

of the Holy Spirit”; and (2) the 2012 revelation that the Glory was the New 

Wine. Paul is clear: Jesus must reign until He has put all enemies under His 

feet (I Corinthians 15:20-28) and Jesus has delegated His authority to 

redeemed humanity to prepare the way for His coming (Hebrews 2:5-8). There 

is a job to be done. The writer to the Hebrews is not specific about this, 

because the Lord is looking for freewill offerings in this current dispensation. 

That is something for each of us to think about. 

 

The APPA community believe that the Feast of Tabernacles 2014 was  
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significant. What happened on the great day of that feast? One thing I note is 

that, on that day, the President of Iran made conciliatory gestures towards the 

international community and President Obama spoke with him, the first time 

an American president had spoken to his Iranian counterpart since 1979. Will 

this wave be marked by a spirit of reconciliation leading to harmony amongst 

the nations? If Jesus is taking the reins of government this would not be 

surprising, for reconciliation is at the core of everything that He has done, 

reconciling the cosmos to Himself and giving us ‘the ministry of 

reconciliation’ (II Corinthians 5:18-19). 

 

Maybe the second wave will not be the “goose-bumps” Holy Spirit experience 

that some people are looking for. Maybe it will be marked by the Holy Spirit 

working through us to bring the current crisis of disputes and disharmony to 

an end and encourage humans as a whole to participate in God’s order. I am 

blessed to know that a number of nations in the Pacific have made covenant 

with God in recent times. Certainly the right intention seems to be there, even 

if the cynical amongst us might suspect the motivation. I am prepared to take 

the view that these have been honest attempts by national leaders to renew 

relationship with the Lord and to commit to a New Covenant walk of 

obedience.  

 

As evidence for this, on the 26
th

 August 2014, the Governor of Goroka 

Province in Papua New Guinea (PNG) gave $500 000 for the erection of a 

Prayer Tabernacle and pledged to tithe to the churches over time to ensure that 

they had the funds they needed to pray continually for the nation. At the same 

meeting, on Covenant Day, the President of PNG pledged the same amount of 

money and stated that he was taking action to remove the demonic masks and 

totems from the national parliament building. Pastor Maeli’au’s second vision 

gave evidence that the Glory wave would begin in PNG and, that being the 

case, it would not be unreasonable to suggest that the Goroka Tabernacle was 

the first Temple of the Holy Spirit to be erected on planet earth in this new 

dispensation. And that the construction of similar Temples, as we have been 

commanded to do at Wirrina, would be the definitive outcome of this move of 

God. 
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In all of this,  it is clear that Christians have to take seriously the idea that our 

role is to diffuse conflict, starting in our own homes, in our church 

communities, between denominations, and between nations. Back in 1980, I 

was impressed by the statement of Jesus that we should release our peace 

wherever we went (Matthew 10:13). I had to collect a Police Clearance from 

the local police station and when I went in I was confronted by a police 

sergeant of enormous size who was, at first, very officious. As we did our 

business I released my peace to him and was pleasantly surprised to see him 

come into some confusion, so much so that he thanked me three times for 

coming in to the station! Friends, we can bring peace to the planet; and our 

weapons in the battle are ‘not carnal but mighty through God to the pulling 

down of strongholds’ (II Corinthians 10:4). 

 

My son Mike has recently released a book in which he claims we Christians 

have a voice (Potter, M.D., 2013). His point is that we have a message of 

extraordinary hope which can transform the human condition. And, I would 

add: IF we learn to present our message in a conciliatory manner.  This we can 

do under the empowerment and inspiration of the Holy Spirit providing we 

garrison our minds to remember some key things. 

 

JESUS IS PRE-EMINENT 

 

The first thing to keep in mind in the new wave is that Jesus must be pre-

eminent in all things. The weakness of the Jewish Jubilee time scale (chapter 

1) is that the coming of Jesus, His ministry on earth and His giving of himself 

to reconcile all things to the Father is not part of the calculation. The visitation 

of Jesus stands above all other events in history; it is unthinkable that God 

would not place it at a critical point in His timing. Jesus is the ‘Alpha and 

Omega, the First and the Last’ (Revelations1:11); nothing good happens 

outside of Him. He was present with the Father at the beginning and He 

presently sits at His right hand in Glory. He is the seed that crushed the 

enemies head (Genesis 3:15; Galatians 3:16) and He alone is the inheritor of 

the two eternal covenants given to Abraham and David (see Chapter 5). More 

particularly, He has the Key of David and opens doors which no man can shut 
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and closes doors that no man can open. All authority has been given to Him 

both on heaven and on earth. Nothing happens without His say so, with one 

exception - the timing of the end (Matthew 24:36). That event is left in the 

Father’s hands. 

 

Now that the time of the Gentiles is behind us, there seems to be no reason 

why the followers of Jesus should not arise and establish His government 

upon the earth. And it is clear that that must happen by Him feeding us His 

strategies and His detailed instructions that tell us how we should proceed. 

 

REDEMPTION 

 

Our new birth experience is a sovereign act of God (John 1:13). We did 

nothing to assist Jesus obtain mercy for fallen humanity and there is nothing 

we can or need to do to earn His grace. We are sanctified by the blood of Jesus 

and the Holy Spirit claims us because we were bought with a price, destined 

to become His ministers in a dying world in the first place, and into the whole 

cosmos in eternity.  

 

I have never been satisfied that Evangelical preaching is helpful. Over the past 

seventy years we have had almost endless gospel crusades across the world 

and the result in Western countries has been that the number of believers has 

declined significantly. The comprehension of grace comes to us, not by 

preaching but by the actions of the Holy Spirit. I return to Apollos, a great 

preacher, well versed in scripture but needing to understand the New 

Covenant operation – that God Himself would write His laws in human hearts 

and minds and we should NOT try to teach our neighbour to KNOW the Lord 

(Hebrews 8:10-12). Jesus was clear about this also. When Peter had revelation 

from the Father that Jesus was the Son of the Living God, Jesus was excited 

and announced that He would build His ecclesia around this principle, and 

commanded them not to tell anyone! Of course, why would you tell a person 

who Jesus was when God wanted to tell them Himself!  

 

In my experience, many people “who find Christ” under the word of some  
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preacher never seem to develop a genuine intimate relation with the Lord; they 

tend to follow “Christian practices” in the same way that they previously 

followed other traditions. I greatly appreciate the respect and reverence shown 

by African Christians toward the Lord but I have found that many of them 

remain animists “wearing Christian coats”. Missionaries in other parts of the 

world report the same problem. It is a problem that must be laid at our 

Evangelical feet; we have fed them our “Christian culture” but have not asked 

whether they received the Holy Spirit when they believed (Acts 19:2). Paul is 

adamant, we are not His if we are not possessed by the Holy Spirit (Romans 

8:9) and we certainly cannot be His ministers unless we enter into the New 

Covenant operation; walking with the Lord daily in a sonship relationship and 

receiving instructions as to how we are to proceed in every situation. 

 

A PROPHETIC NATION 

 

At Pentecost AD 30, Peter made it plain that the mark of the New Covenant 

was prophecy. Jesus is the Word of God and His Kingdom is ushered in and 

managed by spoken utterances, in which we all participate – not just special 

people (Acts 2:17-18). In assemblies, everybody should be encouraged to seek 

a word from God and to speak it out at an appropriate time. We do not 

castigate people when we feel that their word is not from heaven; we judge the 

prophecy not the prophet, and encourage everyone to keep on trying.  

 

But while prophecy is the mark of the internalising of the Holy Spirit in the 

human frame, this does not mean that the Kingdom is only words. On the 

contrary, the plan is that signs should follow the word; the word of wisdom 

and the word of faith bring a result, as does the word of knowledge IF we act 

upon them. When we proclaim healings by the Spirit, ‘the deaf hear, the blind 

see and the lame man leaps like a hart’. And these are not happenings that 

only occur within church buildings. Prophecy should be viewed as part of the 

normal Christian life. The ministry of Jesus, the apostles and believers across 

the centuries have been enacted in public places. And we are encouraged to 

believe that we too can walk amongst the populace as a prophetic nation, 

servants of the living Word, empowered to be the King’s ambassadors. 
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SENSIBLE HUMILITY 

 

Like Paul, the older I get the more conscious I become of my own frailty. As 

the hymn writer put it: “The one who fain would serve you best is conscious 

most of wrong within”. From time to time I do something that earns me praise 

from men – but I know that all of it is pure grace. Even repentance, the 

scripture claims, is a gift of God. 

 

When I have led assemblies I have not allowed people to give me a title. As I 

mentioned above, people claim titles as a means to legal-rational power, to 

give them the opportunity to control and dominate others. The only title that I 

am looking for is that given to Quartus; Paul called him ‘a brother’ (Romans 

16:23). Friends, Jesus is the head of the Church, without Him we can do 

nothing. If we are privileged to carry his Word, we do not need titles. 

 

In this life we learn obedience through the things we suffer, for we are not 

above our Master (Hebrews 5:8). Paul rejoiced that He shared in the sufferings 

of Jesus and that he had the marks of Jesus on him (Galatians 6:17). It is 

gratifying to note that our Pacific brethren in the APPA are not claiming any 

special place in God’s purposes, just listening with open hearts with a full 

commitment to obedience. We may say that they are brothers indeed and full 

candidates to be called the sons of God. 

 

THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB 

 

When God ordained marriage, He spoke of cleaving (Genesis 2:24). I 

understand cleaving in terms of an electric weld – the weld is stronger than the 

original metal. When people divorce, it is the people who suffer not the weld. 

When I first began to receive the word that the Lord was looking for unity, I 

thought about our Sunday home assembly, but that seemed to be in order. 

Then I thought about the wider community of the saints; that seemed to be far 

from unity but I could not see that I could do much about it.  I told the Lord I 

would continue to do what I could, where and when I could, but I was not 

hopeful that I could bring about much change, let alone unity. I said: “Lord, I 
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understand that you prayed earnestly for oneness (John 17:21) and I can 

understand that you are not happy with the present state of the Body, but it is 

difficult to see how things will change so I am going to have to leave that to 

the Holy Spirit, as You did when you left the planet”. But the call within me to 

unity persisted. Clearly I was not going to avoid the call by hand-balling it to 

the Holy Ghost. So what was it I could do? Then it came to me, Jesus was first 

calling me, and all of us, to get closer to Him. The following Sunday the Lord 

led our little ecclesia to read Revelations 19, and to comprehend that we are 

being called to the marriage supper of the Lamb! 

 

Revelations Chapter 19 begins with a general rejoicing at the fall of Babylon. 

In recent times there has been a world-wide collapse of the money system. 

The banking fraternity are doing their best to prop it up but the truth revealed 

to the Lord’s prophets is that “Babylon is fallen” and in time there will be a 

worldwide final collapse. Bretton-Woods policies have not worked; every 

nation cannot have a positive trade balance. The result was predictable: every 

nation is now massively in debt and no one can repay their debt. We badly 

need Jesus at the helm of international affairs and to start with a Jubilee in 

which all debts are cancelled. That would eliminate the power of the Banks 

and put it back in the hands of the people. As I write the President of the 

Reserve bank of America is calling for the elimination of large Central Banks 

and a return to small local banks. How good would that be! Jesus reign would 

be worth a few Hallelujahs, for practical reasons, not just because it was His 

due (Revelations 19:1-6). Come Lord Jesus! 

 

THE SECOND WAVE 

 

The word from the prophets is that a second wave is coming and that this 

wave will result in the Glory of the Lord covering the earth. My view is that 

the Charismatic Movement was the Lord preparing a people to walk with the 

nations during the coming spiritual tsunami, to be available to assist the 

nations, freshly anointed, find understanding of God’s purposes and ways; to 

disciple the nations in sensible humility. Brother Siilata advises that some 

Pacific nations have signed the New Covenant. That is a beautiful gesture of 
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willingness to serve the King, but the New Covenant does not need to be 

signed, it needs to be embraced and walked in. The APPA received advice 

to seek the new wine and the new wineskins. We need to understand that we 

humans are the new wine skins, that our bodies are the temple of the living 

God. Some of us have learned these things through God’s grace and can help 

others into the same understandings, being careful to avoid becoming 

paternalistic. The Pacific nations are showing greater humility and respect for 

God than has ever been evident in the West. The first shall be last, and the last 

shall be first. This is evident in Brother Maeli’au being the one who first 

received the vision of the wave of Glory. The Solomon Islands was the last to 

receive the gospel, now they are the first to receive revelation as to the close 

of the age!! I rejoice to see these nations “come into their own” (Romans 

8:19). 

 

A word coming through to us in these days is that we are challenged to be a 

Philadelphia Church that has the Key of David into the nations, an open door 

which nobody can shut. If we keep our unity with Jesus and walk as His sons, 

his promise is to keep us from the great tribulation and make us pillars in the 

coming New Heaven and New Earth. We are an enormously privileged people 

if we continue to walk in His New Covenant ways. 

 

A HYMN 

 

I have taken the headings for the last part of this chapter from a prophetic 

hymn written in 1986, i.e. at the beginning of the current move of God. It was 

given to a sister who was a member of our People of the Way community at 

Blackwood in the 1980s. She was one of two women that the Lord sent to 

India in December 1985 to tell the devil his time was finished. I have altered 

one word – in line 1 of verse 5: “soon” becomes “now”, The Lord has moved 

on since 1986! 
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HE IS THE ALPHA AND OMEGA  

 

He is the Alpha and Omega, 

He is the First and Last. 

He is the Root and the Offspring of David, 

The Morning Star. 

 

Chorus: Look up! Children of Zion! 

 Stand and announce Christ’s glorious reign. 

 He comes, Jesus the King, 

 Bringing His recompense with Him. 

 

We are born of the Father, 

Holy to Him through Jesus blood; 

Claimed by the indwelling Spirit  

As minsters unto God. 

 

We are His prophetic nation, 

Servants of the living Word; 

By Him, appointed, empowered, 

Ambassadors of the King. 

 

So let us walk in the Spirit, 

Follow the Lamb in humility; 

Willing to join Him in battle 

And share in His sufferings. 

 

Now is the time of His coming 

And the marriage of the Lamb; 

Joined are the bride and the Spirit 

Saying, ‘Come, Lord Jesus, come!’ 

 

He is the Alpha and Omega, 

He is the First and Last. 

He is the Root and the Offspring of David, 

The Morning Star. 

 

(Words and Music – Travlinlight 1986) 
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PART TWO 

 

ONE NEW MAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



58 
 

 

Chapter Five 
 

WHO IS THIS JESUS? 
 

The Testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of Prophecy (Rev.19:10) 

 

In Part I, we suggested that the Lord is calling the nations to be reconciled. As 

mentioned, I have heard the Spirit calling for unity for some five years now, 

and have recently come to the conclusion that the Spirit is calling for the 

manifestation of the One New Man, specifically, at this time. The vital 

division for Paul was that between Jews and Gentiles. Despite two thousand 

years of church history, we are not yet the One New Man described by Paul in 

Ephesians Chapter 2. How might that division be resolved? In what follows, I 

seek to understand how this might come about.  

  

I begin by considering the man Jesus, because I take it that we all will agree 

that God’s plan is built around the personage of Jesus of Nazareth. Who is He 

and what are His purposes? Some people like Unitarians, accept His values 

but deny His deity. Others, like Christadelphians, deny his pre-existence but 

affirm his current Lordship. Orthodox Christians claim that He is the Son of 

God, a pre-existent person in the Deity. What evidence can we present for this 

position? We have two sources: (1) the record of those who met Jesus face to 

face when He was upon the earth; and (2) the record of those who have known 

Him by the Spirit during the past two thousand years. 

 

THE BIBLICAL RECORD 

 

Sonship 

 

Matthew reports that Jesus once asked his disciples who they thought He was 

(Matthew 16:13-15). And, Jesus was encouraged when Simon replied: ‘You 

are the Anointed One, the Son of the Living God!’ What did Simon mean by 

this? What is Sonship and what are its implications. 
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John’s Gospel is explicit in addressing what Jesus Himself saw to be Sonship. 

‘My Father works and I work… the Son can do nothing of Himself, only what 

He sees the father doing… for the father loves the Son and shows Him 

everything that he is doing… As the Father raises the dead and gives them life, 

so the Son gives life to whoever He wills. The Father judges no man but has 

committed all judgement to the Son, that men should honour the Son, even as 

they honour the Father. He that does not honour the Son, honours not the 

Father who sent Him’ (John 5:19-23; see also John 7:17-18; 8:18-19; 10:30, 

36-37; 14:9-1). The principle is simple enough. Sonship is not a filial 

relationship based on birth but an obedient lifestyle arising out of love. The 

Father loves the Son and is pleased to give him all that he has; and the Son 

loves the Father and has set His mind to do only what pleases Him. That we 

humans have the opportunity to be God’s sons is affirmed in scriptures like 

John 1:12 and Romans 8:14. One of Jesus’s main tasks in coming to the planet 

was to demonstrate what it means for us to be God’s sons. A main task for us 

is to allow the Holy Spirit to assist us to walk like Him (I John 2:6). 

 

The Word of God 

 

Sonship is the NT writer’s central message with regard to the attributes of 

Jesus but they have other things to say about Him. John is very bold in 

declaring Him to be the Word (Gk. Logos). ‘In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the 

beginning with God. All things were made by Him… in Him was life and this 

life was the light of men… And the Word became flesh and dwelt amongst us 

(John 1:1-4, 14). 

 

The idea of the Word of God was not new to the populace in John’s time. The 

principle had been known throughout history in the Middle East. In ancient 

Assyria the Word of God was represented as a lion with a bee in its mouth and 

called Dabar, the Chaldean/Hebrew equivalent of Logos. Now Dabar in 

Hebrew means both “word” and “bee” so a lion with a bee in its mouth is 

explicitly the Word of God to those initiates who are familiar with apostate 

double meanings (Fig. 2). And these ancient connections are still with us. In 
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Eastern South Africa, near White River, there is a hill with a rock at the top 

that looks like a lion. The hill has the local name Legogott, and this is clearly 

made up of the Greek/Latin word lego (the root word of logos) and the 

Germanic word for God. The implication is clear enough but how the 

mountain got the name is not. But someone seems to have known a thing or 

two. 

 
Fig. 2: The Assyrian “Word of God” 

 

The word logos (dabar) implies much more than a simple word. A logos is a 

concept, a plan of action backed by intelligence and knowhow. When the Lord 

gives a believer a word (logos) of wisdom (I Corinthians 12:8) we understand 

that it is a powerful communication that will produce an outstanding result if 

we act upon it (see Potter 2015). By the apostle’s account, Jesus is the Logos 

(capital L), the source from which all genuine knowledge originates and the 

One who knows how to manage the planet to best advantage. In our attempts 

to make the world a better place, we are encouraged that Jesus has promised to 

give “keys” to those of us that are in a relationship with Him which, if acted 

upon, will bring the Kingdom of Heaven to the planet (Matthew 16:18-19). 

 

Covenants 

 

Another important idea is brought to us by Matthew in the first verse of his 

Gospel: Jesus is ‘the son of David and the son of Abraham’ (Matthew 1:1), i.e. 

the inheritor of the eternal covenants of promise given by God to Abraham 

and David. Matthew makes his point by presenting a genealogy with fourteen 

generations from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the carrying 
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away of Israel to Babylon (586 BC) and fourteen from Babylon to Jesus the 

Messiah (Matthew 1:17). The promise to Abraham was the result of a simple 

act of obedience. God said: ‘Get out of your country and go to a land that I 

will show you… (and) Abraham departed as the Lord had spoken to him’ 

(Genesis 12:1-4). The evidence that Abraham would do what he was asked to 

do was all it required for God to make covenant with Abraham (Genesis 

14:14-17, 15:1-6). David was a man that God declared had a heart after His 

own heart. That is to say, David, for all his faults (and there were many) was 

committed to the Lord’s agenda. God’s response was to make covenant with 

him in relation to kingdom and sonship (II Samuel 7:8-17). The responses of 

God to Abraham and David define for us in clear terms what God requires of 

humans – commitment to His project and an obedient response to His 

commands. This in a nutshell is the whole counsel of God. Nothing could be 

simpler. Why have we made it so complicated? 

 

Jesus needed to be born into the line of Abraham and David in order to be the 

recipient of the promises, not because the Jews are “God’s chosen people”. 

Besides, being conceived by the Holy Spirit, He was only half a Jew! To be 

born an Israelite/Jew is not necessarily to inherit the promises; that requires an 

obedient sonship response – something that seems to have been sadly lacking 

in Israel through most of its history, and especially at Jesus’ coming (John 

1:11). As the apostle Paul tells us: ‘All they are not Israel who are of Israel… 

Neither are the seed of Abraham all children of Abraham’ (Romans 9:6-7). 

Jesus had the same word for the Pharisees: ‘If you were Abraham’s children, 

you would do the works of Abraham’ (John 8:39). In Paul’s view the covenant 

promise was to Abraham and his seed (singular), and the blessing comes to 

all men through being grafted into Jesus Christ, not by becoming a Jew 

and observing Jewish rituals (Galatians 3:26-29). 

 

The Deity of the Son 

 

The writer of the letter to the Hebrews “pulled out all the stops” in his 

presentation of Jesus as Moshiach (the Messiah). ‘In the past,’ he begins, ‘God 

spoke to us through the prophets but in these last days He has spoken to us 
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through His Son (or, the principle of sonship), whom He has appointed to be 

heir of all things, by whom He made the worlds; who is the effulgence (the 

bursting forth) of His glory, and the express image of His person; the one 

who upholds all things by the word of His power; and the one who, when 

He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the 

Majesty on high’ (Hebrews 1:1-3). Someone has called this passage the seven-

fold statement of Jesus’ deity. In another place the writer to the Hebrews 

refers to Jesus as ‘our Apostle and High Priest not after the order of Aaron but 

after the order of Melchizedek’, i.e. a family priest (3:1, 7:11), and the 

mediator of a better covenant than that of Moses which ‘is vanishing away’ 

(Hebrews 8:6-13). 

 

The Hebrew writer’s statements are all encompassing but there are other 

comments in the scripture that are informative. As an educator, a comment I 

like is that in Luke’s Gospel which tells us that when Jesus, at age twelve 

years, went to the temple to talk to the religious leaders He demonstrated that 

He not only knew the answers but “knew the questions’” (Luke 2:46). This 

alone seems to make Him unique in human history. Like the Russian 

educational psychologist Lev Vygotsky, my experience is that “if any teenager 

knew the questions it would be a miracle” (Vygotsky 1978). 

 

KNOWING JESUS BY REVELATION 

 

Cynical commentators may well argue that the disciples and other early 

Christian writers were biased and had a lot to gain by presenting Jesus as God. 

But we can add to their record the testimony of countless people in history 

who never met Jesus face to face but have seen him in visions or dreams 

and/or have known His presence.  

 

The appearance of Jesus to Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus is a major 

case in point. Whatever our interpretation of this event, it is clear that Saul 

before this encounter was a vastly different man to the one who became Paul, 

the apostle to the Gentiles, who wrote most of the New Testament letters. 

Something must have happened to bring about this transformation. Why not 
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believe what Paul himself said? He met the risen Jesus in a dramatic 

encounter! 

 

According to John, the One that he saw in a vision on the island of Patmos 

was the same person but vastly different in appearance from the man on whose 

breast he had laid his head at the Last Supper. ‘His head and hair were as 

white as snow and his eyes were like a flame of fire, his feet were like 

bronze… and his voice like the sound of many waters; in his right hand were 

seven stars, and out of his mouth went a two–edged sword; and his 

countenance was as the sun shines. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as a dead 

man’ (see Revelations 1:13-18). Definitely a life changing experience! 

 

Experiences of this kind are not confined to scripture. Over the past two 

thousand years countless people have given testimony to having seen the risen 

Jesus in a vision. I had such a vision myself on one occasion. I have also had 

numerous reports,  from people I trust,  of dying people seeing Jesus coming 

to take them home. And there are regular reports coming to us that individuals 

in Muslim villages are having visions of Jesus with dramatic effect. Such 

happenings support the view that Jesus is alive and well and who we believers 

say He is. 

 

Jesus sometimes comes to us as a presence. As reported above, He appeared to 

me in that way in my house back in 1966 so I can give a personal testimony of 

such an experience. Many other people have reported the same happening. We 

all agree: when the presence of Jesus manifests, you feel small and inadequate 

but safe with Him. Human effort and achievement fall away to nothing in the 

presence of His Majesty. 

 

Christianity is not a religion that asks us to obey a list of ordinances; it is a 

living faith based on an ongoing relationship with the Holy Spirit that indwells 

us (John 7:38, Romans 8:9). It is significant that the Holy Spirit does not 

speak to us of Himself but continually points to Jesus as the author of our 

faith, as Jesus said He would (John 16:13-15). And it is significant, too, that 

those who are motivated by the Holy Spirit always bring strong testimony of 
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Jesus (e.g. Acts 2:22-36; 19:10). Thus, by common testimony, generation by 

generation, Christians bear witness to the fact that the historical Jesus of 

Nazareth is alive and well, continuing to direct His people in an on-going 

program of reclamation of the planet that we humans call home. I encourage 

all that read this book to reach out to Him to today and find in Him a joy and 

purpose beyond anything else that a human can experience in this life, and 

hope of a certain future beyond the grave. 
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Chapter Six 
 

ESCAPING FROM JUDAISM 
 

‘…that which is decaying and growing old is ready to vanish away’ (Hebrews 8:13) 

 

It is well established that the Jews are the most successful people on the 

planet. They have excelled in a wide range of disciplines and their 

achievements in finance and business are legendry. I have not spent a lot of 

time in Jewish communities but I did work closely with some Jews when I 

was employed by the University of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg in the 

1990s. I took the opportunity to ask several of them: “how come you Jews are 

so successful?” The response from one female lecturer working in the Wits 

Business School was illuminating. “First of all”, she said, “it is good to know 

that you are one of God’s chosen people. Secondly, we have the Uncle Ezra 

principle. If I want to go into business, I do not borrow money from banks – I 

get it from my uncle who is duty bound to give it to me. I can fail in business 

three times before he can excuse himself from lending me further start-up 

capital”. This young married woman lived within the disciplines of her culture 

but inside those boundaries she was vibrant, creative, uninhibited and rich. 

You would wonder how she might come to recognise her need of a 

relationship with God other than what she had through Judaism. Mind you, 

she was not totally representative of the wealthy Jewish community in 

Johannesburg in the 1990s. While I was at Wits a Jewish medical practitioner 

I met professionally committed suicide in his office one evening; and another 

Jew, a Law Lecturer, jumped to his death from the top of the Law building. 

Perhaps the Jews have their problems after all. As a nation they have certainly 

had more than their share of rejection and persecution, some of an extreme 

kind. 

 

If God is looking for His people Israel to find a relationship with His Son the 

Messiah, we might ask “how is He going to bring this about”? For it seems to 

me that worldly success and holding the concept that you are God’s chosen 
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people must necessarily inhibit people from feeling in need of something 

outside of Judaism. Nevertheless, there are a growing number of Messianic 

Jews, “Jews for Jesus”, operating these days. And it is encouraging, as 

reported above, that the Lord has visited Yitzchak Kaduri and revealed to him 

His name. Some Jews are getting the message it seems, direct from the source! 

 

There has been a lot of interaction between Christians and Jews in recent 

times, much of it counter-productive in my view. I was amazed in the 1980s to 

see Evangelical Christians pouring money and time into finding the ashes of 

the red heifer so that the Jews could reconsecrate their priests and set up a 

third temple! This tendency for Christians to be drawn back into the Old 

Covenant is a problem for me. I do not see it as a pathway to unity. 

 

Dr Dominiquae Bierman is a Chilean born Jew who became a Christian. She 

studied at the Christ for the Nations Institute in Dallas, Texas and went on to 

develop a world-wide preaching and publishing ministry. The first book of 

hers that I read was “Roots” (Bierman 1996). I was encouraged that in this 

book Dr Bierman emphasised the New Covenant at the expense of the Old 

Covenant (Hebrews 8:10-13), and expressed the clear conviction that the 

Torah must be given to us and interpreted by the Holy Spirit, not learned by 

rote and human apprehension. So far so good! Regrettably, her position 

changed in her later books (Bierman 2003, 2004, 2007) to demand that we 

must abandon the Greek name Jesus in favour of His “real name” Yeshua, and 

be grafted into Israel if we want to be partakers of the blessing. Looking 

around my own city, it is evident that this message has been well received by 

some apparently earnest believers. Israeli flags are regularly being waved in 

prayer meetings, and it is not uncommon to hear someone expressing the view 

that “the Jews are God’s chosen people!” What shall we say about these 

things?  

 

One thing that Peter and Paul agree on in scripture is that God has, in Jesus, 

put ‘no difference between Jews and Gentiles’ (Acts 15:9, Romans 10:12). 

In fact, Paul argues that for those that have put on Christ, there is no such 

thing as Jews or Gentiles (Galatians 3:27-28). At the First Council of the 
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Church at Jerusalem, Peter, in the face of persistent argument from converted 

Pharisees that the Gentiles needed to be circumcised, asks a simple question: 

‘why put God to the test by putting a yoke on the necks of them which neither 

our fathers nor we were able to bear?’ We are not saved by adherence to 

Jewish rituals but by grace (Acts 15:11 and Ephesians 2:8-9). How is it, then, 

that Dr Bierman insists that we must say ‘Yeshua’ and be grafted into Israel? 

 

With regard to the name, Matthew reports that the angel of the Lord told 

Joseph to call Mary’s first baby “Jesus” (English Bible) because ‘He will save 

his people from their sins’. Dr Bierman says that the angel actually said 

‘Yeshua’, but is this so? Was not Aramaic the spoken language of the Jews in 

Jesus’s time? Commentators like Shaked seem to think so: 

 

“During the Babylonian exile, Aramaic became the language spoken by 

the Jews, and the Aramaic square script replaced the Paleo-Hebrew 

alphabet. After the Persian Empire's capture of Babylon, Aramaic became 

the language of culture and learning. King Darius I declared that Aramaic 

was to be the official language of the western half of his empire in 500 

BC, and it is this Imperial Aramaic language that forms the basis of 

Biblical Aramaic. Biblical Hebrew was gradually reduced to the status of a 

liturgical language and a language of theological learning. The Jews of the 

Second Temple period would have spoken a western form of Old Aramaic 

until their partial Hellenization and the eventual emergence of Middle 

Aramaic in the 3rd century AD” (Shaked 1987). 

 

If this is the case, how can we know that the name of the Deliverer spoken by 

the angel was ‘Yeshua’? Or are we to understand that Hebrew is the language 

of Heaven?!! 

 

The reality is that the spelling and pronunciation of a name is irrelevant; it is 

the meaning that is all important. You shall call His name Jesus BECAUSE  

He will save His people.  Two Christian brothers from the Berkeley Campus 

of the University of Los Angeles translated the New Testament for the Hippie 

market in the 1960s. In their text Messiah is always referred to as “Jesus our 
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Liberator”. That seems to me a good strategy. The “name” of Jesus is not a 

magic formula like “Open, Sesame”; it is a statement of who Jesus is. The 

Bible is full of such names: Shem was Shem because the name means the 

“Renowned One”; and he was renowned, living before the flood and 500 years 

after the flood. Cush was Khaos because he was a significant pest, and so on. I 

often hear people praying ‘IN THE NAME OF JESUS!’ as if speaking out the 

name in a loud voice will produce the desired result. This is nonsense; 

thousands of people speak the name Jesus daily with no result whatever. What 

matters is the quality of the life behind the prayer, the relationship with the 

Holy Spirit and the purposes of God in the situation. Calling Messiah Yeshua 

will have no value unless the believer is being led by the Spirit to use that 

name or is a Hebrew speaking person. Sonship is not based on conformity to 

rules about names, it is based on being led by the Holy Ghost (Romans 8:14). 

In forty years of ministry I have never had the Holy Ghost communicate with 

me in Hebrew. The language is not the issue; it is the communication and its 

meaning that remains important. In the years 1977-1979 our family had the 

privilege of introducing the nations of Central Africa through literature to a 

genuine Christology. We know who “Jesus” is! He is our deliverer, our friend, 

and Lord. Maybe we should call Him LORD, or the WORD of GOD, for these 

also are His Names! 

 

The idea that Christians need to be grafted into Israel also appears to me to be 

a serious misconception. If we wish to participate in the blessing it is not Israel 

into which we need to be grafted, it is Jesus: ‘I am the vine; you are the 

branches’ (John 15:1-8). Paul is clear, the Jews were broken off because of 

unbelief (John 1:11) but his encouragement is that they can easily be grafted in 

again, ‘if they abide not still in unbelief’ (Romans 11:23). What God wants is 

simple enough. God made covenant with Abraham because Abraham did what 

God told him to do. And God made covenant with David because he had a 

heart to please God. If Jews adopt a lifestyle based on those characteristics, 

they shall be saved. Sadly, old Israel failed to make the grade in these simple 

responses that God was looking for. The original church in the wilderness, 

apart from Joshua and Caleb, missed going into the promise land because they 

came up against considerable spiritual pressure and failed to believe God that 
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the land was open before them. Israel in the land continually fell back into 

idolatry and other forms of disobedience and eventually found itself in 

Babylon. And Judah (most of it anyway) failed to recognise Jesus when He 

walked amongst them. Probably the saddest moment in history was when the 

Jewish High Priest and his colleagues demanded the crucifixion of the 

personage they claimed to worship and represent. 

 

I am not wishing to appear critical of Israel. I am aware that, if I had been a 

member of the Church in the Wilderness, I might well have made the same 

mistakes that they made. I was due to go to Israel in 1969 but came up against 

a black cloud of discouragement in Rome and never made it into “the land”. 

Since then the Lord has been pleased to train my arm for the battle so I will 

probably make it to Israel if the Lord asks me to visit there now. Our God is 

the God of new beginnings, if our heart is right before Him. 

 

ISRAEL THE BLUE-PRINT 

  

The New Testament writers frequently referred to the Old Testament because 

God took Israel to Himself and wrote on them His blueprint of salvation for 

all humanity to see and understand when Messiah came. This he did 

successfully, despite Israel’s frequent opposition and disobedience (like the 

rest of us). But the blueprint, as important as it is for our understanding of 

God’s purposes and actions, is not the substance. Like Apollos we may see 

Jesus at many points in the historical account of the nation Israel but that is not 

to know ‘the way of God more perfectly’ (Acts 18:26). The blueprint is the 

concept, it is not the building. Post Pentecost, Jews are no different from 

anybody else – they need to repent from their old life and grasp the 

opportunity to take hold of Jesus with the hope of becoming effective 

members of God’s Kingdom. And it is clear that they have every opportunity 

to do so, like the rest of us, not more so. For as many as receive Him (Jesus), 

He gives the authority (the opportunity, the power) to become the children of 

God (John 1:12). 

 

There is a lot to enjoy in the way that Jews do things. I enjoy hearing them  
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sing “Hevenu Shalom Aleichem” and other great songs. I do this in the same 

way that I enjoy Irish dancing and Caledonian Pipe-Bands. I do not hold that 

Jewish music is more spiritual than other music because the words are in 

Hebrew! The Jews may be the most successful people on the earth but not all 

of their practices may be said to be God given. One Jewish colleague that I 

worked with in Johannesburg, an education philosopher, when I asked him 

why the Jews were so successful, thought for a while and then said with a 

smile on his face: “Successful? Yes, we are very good at evil”. No amount of 

encouragement would persuade him to explain further what he meant; he just 

kept smiling at me in a caring and loving way. Zionism is a case in point. 

Wealthy Jews are convinced that they are destined to take over the world and 

are doing all in their power to do so, including changing a few Old Testament 

scriptures to justify their claim! It was the Zionists, via the Balfour 

Declaration and the application of money and Freemasonry that set up modern 

Israel. (The Supreme Court of modern Israel is built on the Freemasonry 

pattern – see Bolton 2012). As I mentioned above, it is reported that Rabbi 

Kaduri was sent from Babylon to Jerusalem in 1923 to oppose the Zionists! 

There is a struggle within Judaism. ‘All Israel is not Israel’ (Romans 9:6). 

 

BACK TO OUR ROOTS 

 

People like Dr Beirman are calling Jews to re-visit their roots. Presumably she 

means their original culture, so we must ask: What is a genuine Jewish 

culture? The Biblical account suggests that Israel has had three distinct 

cultures over time: 
 

 Nomadic Culture (1870-1445 BC): Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and slavery 

in Egypt 

 

Abraham, the father of the nation Israel, and the father of our Christian 

faith, was a nomadic cattleman. He was not a man of the Book; he had 

no scripture to guide him. Rather, he received much grace in being led by 

a strong personal relationship with God. Abraham protected what he 

owned when he needed to do so and built his household to a considerable 
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entity (Genesis 14:14). He never used the name ‘Yeshua’; rather he called 

the personage that met him on the plain of Mamre Adonai, i.e. Lord! He 

had no religious pretensions and rituals but it was his seed (Jesus) that 

crushed the devil’s head and received the promises. If the Messianic Jews 

want to return to the culture of Abraham then they have a lot of shedding 

of unnecessary rituals in front of them.  

 

Being an agriculturalist I like Abraham’s culture – he was a farmer, a 

manager of the cosmos! He made a few mistakes, like suggesting that his 

wife was his sister occasionally. But he was also a man of integrity who 

gave tithes to his patriarchal elder (Melchizedek) and refused to take 

plunder from his defeated enemies (Genesis 14:17-24).  

 

 Settlement Culture (1445-516 BC) Mosaic Law, The Land and Kings  

 

The walk in the wilderness after Egypt was a time of preparation for living 

in the land. The company of Israel learned about healing, supply (manna) 

and spiritual warfare and were presented with some excellent concepts for 

good living in the Law (see Chapter 8). When Joshua led Israel into the 

land, they first had to clear the land of hostile opposition and then set 

themselves up, each family on their own plot of land, growing food for 

their own needs and developing inter-acting communities on tribal 

grounds.  

 

Over time, continuing hostility from neighbouring nations led Israel to 

appoint kings, in the Nimrod manner (Genesis 10:8-12). This was a 

rejection of God’s plan for them (1 Samuel 8:6-7) but as usual He turned it 

to good account, eventually finding David, a man after His own heart, to 

whom He could bring the promise of Kingdom discipline. Unfortunately, 

Solomon, despite enormous encouragement from the Lord went after other 

Gods; and despite occasional better behaviour under Kings like Asa and 

Jehoshaphat (II Chronicles 15 and 20), the whole process eventually went 

down into disobedience and idolatry. Nebuchadnezzar arrived to destroy 

the City and the Temple in 604 and 586 BC and the Jews remained in  
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Babylon until Cyrus released them in 538 BC. The Temple was finally  

restored in 516 BC, 70 years after it was trashed. 

 

 Religious Culture (516 – 400 BC: Restoration, Zerubbabel and the 

Prophets  

 

The destruction of the Temple was more than traumatic for the Jews. It 

left them stunned. God had promised that He would preserve Mount Zion 

for ever but He permitted Nebuchadnezzar to destroy the temple and lead 

His people captive to Babylon. This led to a lot of introspection. When 

Ezra read the Law to the returning people post 538 BC they wept and 

deduced that the problem was that they had not kept God’s ordinances 

(Nehemiah 8:9). This led to intense and ongoing discussion as to how one 

should keep the Law. For example, what did it mean to keep the Sabbath 

Day holy? A list of approved practices was developed: do not walk further 

than a certain distance, do not carry more than a certain weight, and a 

thousand other things. Many Jews find pleasure in keeping to these man-

made rules. Like Christians who obey their super-ego, they feel that God 

will be pleased with them if they practice certain rituals during Shabbat 

and sit in booths during the Feast of Tabernacles. Sadly, they fail to 

understand that the Law was simply a schoolmaster that prepared 

humanity for the Kingdom introduced by Jesus. The dichotomy between 

the blueprint and the substance is made clear in the account of the 

confrontation between Jesus and the Pharisees with regard to the Sabbath 

(Matthew 12:1-8). Coming from their legal perspective, the Pharisees 

could not get their minds around the proposition that ‘the Sabbath is made 

for man, not man for the Sabbath’ (Mark 2:27).  There is little doubt that 

the influence of the Pharisees and other Jewish cults was a main reason 

that the Jews failed to recognise Jesus. He made it clear enough that 

these practices had nothing to do with Him, but they could not receive it.  

 

THE WAY FORWARD 

 

If modern Jews wish to return to their roots, they should consider a return to  
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the culture of farmer Abraham and Israel in the land. For these life-styles 

were God-led, while the third culture (above) was man-made. God needs 

good farming families to husband the environment in an appropriate manner.  

And we need farmers to supply us with food. In farming communities, like 

that found in the second culture (above) each family works the land allotted to 

their care and eats their own bread in quietness and thankfulness (2 

Thessalonians 3:12). In my view, this lifestyle is the best that planet Earth can 

provide. It is an especially good environment for raising children. And rural 

communities are the best sites for human governance and fruitful interaction. 

 

There is no way that Christians are called to go back under the Law or 

the complex man-made rituals of the Pharisees. If we are to please the heart 

of the Lord and achieve unity then the Jews need to come out from their rituals 

and join the Gentile believers in enjoying freedom in the Holy Spirit. ‘Where 

the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty’ (II Corinthians 3:17)! 
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Chapter Seven 
 

OUT OF DARKNESS INTO LIGHT 
 

Beware of the traditions of men which come from the rudiments 

 and not from Christ (Colossians 3:8) 

 

There is no association or body of thought that has so positively influenced 

human behaviour for the better than the Christian Church. Even in its most 

apostate form it has proved on balance to be an enormous influence for good. 

But, if the Jews developed a list of unnecessary ordinances by the rivers of 

Babylon, it is nothing compared with the unnecessary apostate structures and 

processes developed by the Gentile Church over the past two thousand years.  

 

I am not critical of denominational ordinances – it is only by God’s grace that 

I have been delivered from religion. In Africa, I have worked with over one 

hundred denominations, both mission-based churches and so-called 

independent churches. I have enjoyed fellowship with Catholic White Fathers, 

Marist brothers, teachers in the Jean Baptiste de la Salle order, Evangelicals 

who practice New Testament legalism, a range of Pentecostals and Zionists, 

the Apostles of Johannes Maranke and Zacchaeus Churches that meet sitting 

in trees, to name just a few. In every place I have found people I could relate 

to as brothers and sisters in the Lord. I do not judge the churches. But that 

does not mean that I do not recognise some counterproductive operations and 

mind-sets in the church universal; things that have infiltrated church practice 

over time and seem to me to have nothing to do with the intentions and 

objectives of Jesus. 

 

In what follows, I have created a few stages in the development of the Church 

in the time of the Gentiles. I have done this for convenience, to provide a 

platform for highlighting what I see to be errors in belief and practice that 

have appeared from time to time. I am well aware that these stages are 

artificial; the church has always been markedly diverse at any one time. 
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Stage 1: 30-325AD: Pentecost to Constantine - Heresy and Central 

Control 

 

The Acts of the Apostles provides an account of how the good news of the 

gospel spread across the Roman Empire under the direction of the Holy Spirit 

in the 1
st
 Century AD. Despite severe opposition and persecution, it was not 

long before little flocks of believers could be found operating throughout the 

Roman world. The scripture gives an encouraging account of the life style of 

pristine communities of believers (Acts 2:41-47). At Pentecost many people 

received Peter’s preaching word gladly. They were baptised, joined the 

company of saints on the very same day and continued steadfastly in the 

apostle’s
 
(small “a”) doctrine, fellowship, the breaking of bread and in prayers. 

Many wonders and signs were evident and the believers held all things in 

common. Further, those that had properties sold them and gave the funds to 

the apostles to distribute amongst the brethren as and when a need arose. They 

ate their food with gladness and singleness of heart and were constantly found 

praising God in every circumstance. And the Lord added to the company 

daily, such as should be saved! What an incredible cultural shift! A bit 

different from the people that join churches in our time and need years of 

counselling to get them into even a meagre amount of order! I have yet to find 

a church as militant or more effective than the prayer group described in Acts 

4:23-31. 

 

Then we read of Stephen preaching incredibly powerful sermons and the 

dramatic history of a highly effective outreach program to Samaria. And just 

as importantly: (1) a report of a meeting in Acts 6 at which the believers 

solved management problems like the inequitable distribution of foodstuffs to 

the widows; and (2) the record of the magnificent ecclesia in Jerusalem in the 

15
th
 Chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, the First Council of the Church 

according to the Catholic Church, where the believers came to consensus on a 

complicated problem of doctrine. Further to that, we are encouraged by the 

amazing conversion of Saul of Tarsus, and the account of the coming of the 

Gospel to Ephesus - the steps that led to the Gospel being preached to the 

whole of Asia, to both Jews and Greeks, in the space of two years (Acts 
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19:10)! Sadly, the next two thousand years tell a different story. What went 

wrong?  

 

If there was a problem for assembly leaders in the early days it was the 

development of heresy, because, as the movement grew, groups of believers 

were unable to connect with places like Jerusalem or Antioch occasionally to 

check out their doctrine. Further, the movement became religious in that 

spontaneous Holy Spirit led happenings tended to become liturgical 

ordinances and means of grace. (Nothing has changed. Once I lifted my 

hands in a meeting and felt an immense sense of the Holy Spirit’s presence. 

Ah! I said, the way to get in touch with the Holy Spirit is to lift your hands. 

But the next time I lifted my hands, nothing happened!)  

 

Having experienced three centuries of persecution, church leaders were 

encouraged when Roman Generals like Constantine and Augustus Licinius 

began to march, with great success, under the banner of the Christ. This had 

the advantage for them that in handing to Constantine authority over the lives 

of believers the problem of heresy was seen to be solved. The Emperor 

ordered the Council of Nicaea to meet in 325 AD, the New Testament 

scripture was set in concrete and the church was able to get on with its life 

without constant disruptions from the likes of Marcion of Sinope (see Bryce 

1890).  

 

Unfortunately, while centralised government may render the life of leaders 

less stressful it inevitably tends to promote the kingdom of man rather than the 

Kingdom of God. In particular, it limits the number of people that are 

permitted to bring the “word of the Lord” via prophetic utterance (cf. Acts 

2:17-18, I Corinthians 14:29-31) and this inevitably leads to error because the 

leader’s word, which is not infallible, is not permitted to be judged. Jesus said 

he would build an ecclesia. Centralised government is definitely not an 

ecclesia. It is basic to the concept of an ecclesia that everybody (Gk. plethos) 

may attend and everyone may speak, as in Acts 15. This comes down to us 

with certainty from Shem via the SPQR and the Athenian Ecclesia, and Paul 

translates this for the church in detail (I Corinthians 14:23-40). Sadly, genuine 
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ecclesiastical freedom is seldom found even in emancipated modern churches. 

Most structures have a means of control whereby “certain people are more 

equal than others”. Jesus spoke against tyrannical control in all of its forms: 

‘You know how the Gentiles rule each other with force and power, IT SHALL 

NOT BE SO AMONGST YOU’ (Matthew 20:25-26). This is a command, not 

a suggestion. Jesus knew it was important to avoid centralised control.  

 

These days one has no difficulty finding a multitude of modern churches 

where the leadership practices a severe kind of centralised control. Many of 

them are in fact households operating under one particular family. The Lord 

‘sets the solitary to households’ (Psalm 68:6), so such structures may be 

legitimate centres of discipleship for people who need them. But they are not 

the ecclesia that Jesus said He would build. 

 

Stage 2: 325-740 AD: The Council of Nicaea to Charlemagne - Apostate 

Religion 

  

The Bible is not explicit with regard to the Great Apostasy developed in the 

early days of human settlement after Noah’s Flood. But it takes for granted 

that we are all familiar with ‘the great harlot’ (Babylon) with whom ‘the kings 

of the earth have committed fornication’ (Revelations 18-19). In simple terms, 

there was developed at Babylon around 2000 BC, by Cush, Semiramis and 

their son Nimrod, an apostate system of religion developed by the use of 

subtle (apostate) shifts from the truth rather than overt fabrication. For 

instance, Eve was applauded as the Mediatrix, the one who brought down 

knowledge from heaven and Cush was honoured as the one who confounded 

the nations, when scripture is clear: Eve’s action was a considerable error and 

it was God who confounded the languages of the nations in order to put down 

the insurrection instigated by Cush. A more detailed account of this system 

can be found in Potter (1993).  

 

Just prior to the coming of Christ, the Druids were the main group of apostate 

priests operating in Europe, but the spiritual power behind their operations 

was located at Pergamum, the Seat of Satan (Revelations 2:12-13). Julius 
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Caesar routed the Druids (the Gauls) and drove them into what are now the 

British Isles but no Roman General ever defeated Pergamum. Strangely, soon 

after the Druids were defeated, Attilla III of Pergamum abdicated and gave the 

artefacts of the Pontifex Maximus to Julius, who, being a soldier and not a 

priest, put them in a room and forgot all about them. In 370 AD, they were re-

discovered and reported to the Co-Emperor Gratian. Seeing that they were 

religious artefacts, Gratian gave them to the Bishop of Rome who, sadly, put 

them on! Thus apostasy invaded the Church of Jesus (see Hislop 1959). 

 

At a superficial level we can say that things like wearing the headpiece of the 

god Dagon (the Mitre) do not derive from Jesus. At a deeper level, symbols in 

worship that we are told are necessary to help uneducated parishioners 

understand the liturgy can mean quite different things to an initiated priest 

caste. Double meaning is the name of the game in apostate practice. 

 

One most evident apostate practice in churches is the principle of confession. 

Confession was commonly practiced in antiquity at the Shrines of the Oracles 

at Delphi in Greece and the Oasis of Siwa in the Egyptian desert. The idea was 

presented by the priests at such places that it would be foolish to go before the 

Oracle without first confessing hidden sin. Confession gave the pagan priests 

considerable power over the people – they knew things! The corollary was 

that the priests were obliged to keep silent with regard to what they knew if 

they wished to retain this power; and to encourage them to keep their silence it 

became common practice for people to give the priests food and other gifts. It 

was a good system: people could get a word from the gods when they needed 

it and the priests made a good living from providing a valued service. The 

arrival of apostasy in Rome not only introduced unnecessary garments and 

liturgical artefacts into the church, it brought with it confession, penance and 

the on-going need to be forgiven by the priests. It is a very effective system. 

Unfortunately, it has nothing to do with the teaching of Jesus. John the apostle 

is clear: ‘If we confess our sin, he is faithful and justified to forgive us our sin 

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness’ (I John 1:7). Even in the 

Evangelical Churches this scripture is regularly taken as a recipe for gaining a 

clear conscience. If I confess my sin I will feel better because I take it that this 
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action will open the door for God to forgive me. But this is not what John 

meant. He is saying there is little point in going around confessing our 

mistakes; God knows about them and has given us a time of grace in which 

our mistakes are covered by the blood of Jesus. A lecturer I knew at a Bible 

School was a cupboard drinker. When his fault was discovered he was brought 

before the oversight team. When he asked what we wanted him to do 

(penance) we said “we want you to forget about the past and start living in the 

way that you know you should”. He was relieved and the overseers received 

him as a brother. Confessing sin is a futile practice in the Kingdom of God, it 

is repentance that has utility. When we realise we have made a mistake it may 

be that we need to go to a brother and put something right, so that we can 

continue to walk together. Or it may be we should say, “Thank You Jesus for 

pointing that out to me. I see that I have been stupid. I shall endeavour to not 

make the same mistake again. Thank you for the grace which covers me when 

I am not in line with the Holy Spirit”. Anything else is unprofitable. 

 

Another obvious fault in apostate religion is hierarchy: positions and titles, 

and the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, the division between priests and the laity 

which Jesus hates (Revelation 2:15). It is a common sense idea that certain 

people have better access to God than others. Even Noah referred to God as 

‘Shem’s God’ (Genesis 9:26). The ordaining of priests by institutions is seen 

as a practical device to control heresy. In one Pentecostal Church in my home 

city you have to attend an eighteen month Bible School and be ordained to be 

eligible to become a member and attend national conferences. In another, the 

process is more subtle; the hierarchy keep its eye open for “gift men” and 

makes sure that they are encouraged to become ordained pastors. All of this is 

in contradiction to the doctrine of the Body of Christ, where recognition is 

given to different gifting and the value of ALL members.  

 

It is necessary to appoint people to take charge of essential operations in the 

church community and Acts 6 is our guide as to how it should be done. I 

believe Jesus would have them appointed in the following way. The members, 

meeting in an ecclesia, ask the Lord to direct them to a Spirit filled person 

who could handle a specific job. If the person nominated agrees to take on the 
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job, hands should be laid on them and they should be given the authority they 

need to function. They are not set into this task for ever; as their circumstances 

change they are completely free to ask to be relieved of a particular function.  

 

In my experience, ordained clergy are a mixed bag. When they practice 

celibacy, the evidence is that they are likely to become sexual predators. The 

scripture is clear: Jesus and the apostles promote the idea of the priesthood of 

all believers. 

 

A third problem introduced by apostate religion was a major shift in baptism. 

The apostle Peter saw baptism as a death and resurrection experience (Gk. 

baptisma: to submerge), a means by which people could publicly confirm that 

they were forsaking their former life in order to take up a New Covenant life 

in the Spirit (Acts 2:28). Further, Peter believed that true repentance and 

baptism would lead people to ‘receive the Holy Spirit’ and we read that people 

came out of the water speaking in tongues and prophesying (e.g. Acts 19:5-6). 

I have seen this happen on many occasions. In my own case, I did not speak in 

tongues after I was baptised by immersion in response to an instruction from 

the Holy Spirit. But I went home and laughed quietly on my bed all night and 

went to work the next day aware that I had received a sovereign inner washing 

of regeneration (Titus 3:5).  

 

Sometime in the third century AD, baptism was changed to a ceremonial 

pouring or sprinkling of water to wash away sins (Gk. baptismos: to purify by 

washing). This, of course, goes back to Babylon; e.g. the Hindus wash in the 

Ganges to gain purification. (Interestingly, a friend of mine was told by a high 

caste Brahman in Varanasi that this was a waste of time. “What we need”, he 

said, “is an inner washing!’ Quite right!) 

 

A main justification for introducing sprinkling was to ensure that children 

were “saved”, should they die at a young age. From these beginnings, 

sprinkling or pouring has become the preferred method of “baptising” even 

adults in all of the Liturgical Denominations. Over time baptism became to be 

seen as the means of salvation, an act that triggers a response from God. 
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Anybody who has been baptised is proclaimed to be a Christian regardless of 

whether they have shown evidence of repentance or having received the Holy 

Ghost. This view is strongly held by Lutherans. Martin Luther was angered to 

the point of violence when the Ana Baptists re-baptised people. He argued that 

they were “shaking their fist at God, saying He did not do the job properly the 

first time”. This is still the official Lutheran position. I was sprinkled as a 

baby; it was a dedication that did me no harm but, later, as reported above, I 

was led by the Holy Spirit to be baptised by immersion and received a 

phenomenal blessing. God was in it, not man. 

 

The Evangelicals practice baptism by immersion but bizarre practices abound. 

Some churches change the water after each person is baptised to ensure that 

the next person does not pick up the previous person’s sins!  

 

Another problem for me is that the Christian calendar is filled with holy days 

that derive from paganism and not from Christ. Easter approximates Passover 

but is derived from the Feast of Astarte, the woman who made towers, i.e. 

Aphrodite or Venus who in turn derive from Semiramis, the mother of Nimrod 

(Genesis 10:8-12). Hot cross buns were used in the worship of the queen of 

heaven fifteen hundred years before Christ; and eggs have featured in pagan 

rites since antiquity in Babylonia, Egypt, Athens, China and Japan, to 

commemorate the emergence of Venus from an egg which is supposed to have 

fallen from heaven into the River Euphrates.  

 

Christmas Day is also a problem. From what we read in scripture, Jesus could 

not have been born on the 25
th

 of December, in deep winter, so why do we 

celebrate His birth on that day? In fact, this day has been celebrated as the 

birthday of the son of the queen of heaven (Nimrod, Tammuz in Assyria, Isis 

in Egypt, etc.) since around 2000 BC. And the Tree was popular in pagan 

Rome and Egypt where it represented Adonis, the Sun God or The Branch. In 

Saxony Christmas Day was called Yule-day, i.e. “child day”. Christmas Day 

was unheard of in the church until the third century AD. Reports indicate that 

“upright men strove to stem the tide of apostasy” but the church was finally 

submerged under pagan superstition (Hislop op cit). In 230 AD, Tertullian 
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lamented the fact that Christians were prepared to meet the pagans halfway, in 

contrast to the heathen who stuck grimly to their superstitions. The 

“Christianising” of the 25
th

 of December was clearly a move to swell the 

number of nominal adherents of Christianity. Unfortunately, it brought with it 

the observance of pagan practices by Christians  

 

Lady-Day, the Nativity of St John and the Feast of the Assumption can 

similarly be traced to pagan practice. As can eating the boar’s head and the 

goose at Christmas. Even the holly and the ivy had mystical meaning in 

antiquity. Paul says, ‘You observe days and months and times and years. I am 

afraid that I may have bestowed upon you labour in vain’ (Galatians 4:10-11); 

‘(Christ) has blotted out the ordinances against us… let no man judge you in 

respect to … a feast day’. The Jews celebrate God-ordained Feasts ‘but these 

were a shadow of things to come’ (Colossians 2:14-17).  

 

Christian missionaries are commonly critical of pagan practices found in the 

populations in which they minister, but they often fail to see that many of the 

practices they bring with them are pagan practices which were “baptised” 

when their own ancestors could not be persuaded to abandon them. I have 

seen the quizzical looks on the faces of African populations in which I have 

ministered at Christmas and Easter; the Christmas trees Western missionaries 

set up and the Easter eggs they pass around mean nothing to the local people; 

and they can find nothing about them in the scripture. 

 

A fellowship that my wife and I led set itself to celebrate the birth of Jesus in a 

way that would be pleasing to Him (Luke 14:12-14). But our Christian 

relations and friends met us with pursed lips and a stern refusal to abandon 

their traditions. Abandoning pagan festivals may be the hardest task facing 

Gentile believers that wish to join the One New Man band. 

 

Stage 3: 740-1291 AD: Charlemagne to the Crusades  

 

Charles the Great (Charlemagne) became King of the Franks in 768 AD, King 

of Italy in 774 AD and the first Holy Roman Emperor in 800 AD. From there 
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he set about Christianising Western Europe by conquest, forcibly baptising 

people within his constituency. The belief that a kingdom of this world with a 

Christian King can be equated with the Kingdom of God has proved attractive 

to many people, like the King of Portugal in the 15
th

 Century and Henry VIII 

in England in the 16
th

 Century. Even Bible believing Christians have held this 

view from time to time. Cromwell’s Government in England is a case in point; 

the Puritans believed they were required to exhort the believers to good works 

and control the damned. This led to Cromwell’s forces piking two thousand 

Catholics on a bridge in Wexford, Ireland in 1641. The act did nothing for 

Catholic/Protestant relations; the memory of it remains fresh in the minds of 

all good Irishmen. 

 

The idea that Christians are called to take up arms against an opposition faith 

also has had appeal to many over time. The Crusades to liberate the Holy Land 

in the 12
th
 and 13th Centuries were sanctified by the Pope but the massacre of 

men women and children, both Muslims and Jews that followed the 

“liberation” of Jerusalem in 1199 can hardly be called “Christian”. Rather, it is 

typical of hyped up armies – not dissimilar to the rape of the earth by Judah 

under Asa after Israel defeated Zerah the Ethiopian in former times (II 

Chronicles 14:9-15).  

 

Stage 4: 1184-1834 AD: Mediaeval Manicheism - The Inquisition 

 

In 216 AD, an Arsacid Persian called Amani was born in Mesopotamia. He 

developed a religion called Manicheism which spread like a wild fire 

throughout the Roman Empire. For a time it was a main rival to Christianity. 

A key proposition for Mani was a strong dualism that saw the soul of man 

essentially good and his body essentially evil. St Augustine was originally a 

Manichean. He located the error in this view and describes his shift from 

Manicheism to Christianity as follows: 

 

“I still thought that it is not we who sin but some other nature that sins 

within us. It flattered my pride to think that I incurred no guilt and… I 

preferred to excuse myself and blame this unknown thing which was in 
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me but was not part of me. The truth, of course, was that it was all my 

own self... My sin was all the more incurable because I did not think 

myself a sinner. (Confessions, Book V, Section 10). 

 

Though the influence of Manicheism declined as a major religion, dualism did 

not. It is a common sense idea that remains resident in the minds of many 

Christians today. In the Middle Ages it manifested in the Roman Church in the 

practices of the Inquisition (Runciman 1982).  

 

The Inquisition began in France in 1184 as a means of controlling heresy. (NB 

Central Control did not prevent heresy). It became a permanent feature of the 

church, especially in Portugal and Spain in 1229 and lasted until the 19
th
 

century. The last execution was that of a school teacher, Cayetano Ripoli, who 

was grotted (strangled) for teaching Deism to his students in 1826. The 

Inquisition was finally outlawed in 1834. 

 

In the Middle Ages death by fire was a preferred method of execution. The 

justification for this was the Manichean notion that by burning the body the 

church authorities were actually doing the heretic a favour: liberating their 

pure soul from their evil body. There is even a Bible verse that can be used to 

justify this position (I Corinthians 5:5).  

 

Another outcome of Manicheism in the church has been self-immolation. The 

flagellant movements, beginning at Perugia in Italy in 1260 AD, are a prime 

example. One friar described his own experience. On a winter’s night he: 

 

“…shut himself up in his cell and stripped himself naked… and took a 

scourge with sharp spikes, and beat himself on the body and on the arms 

and legs till blood flowed off him as from a man who had been cupped… 

he knelt down, naked and covered with blood… and prayed that God 

would wipe out his sins”, (Cohn 1970). 

 

An important idea amongst the flagellant movements, particular in Germany, 

was that flagellation was a way to affect your own salvation outside of the 
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control of the church. In fact, the Swabian flagellant Arnold and his followers 

saw themselves as the holy community that would wrest authority from the 

(official) “Church of the Anti-Christ”! Flagellant movements were large; most 

cities had groups of flagellants. Mobs of up to five hundred were constantly 

moving around Europe in those days, bringing a mix of both terror and 

entertainment to the local populace. 

 

Stage 5: 1806: Back to the Bible, Relegation of the Holy Spirit and Schism  

 

The Back to the Bible Restoration Movement’s insistence that the New 

Testament scripture should be the sole inspiration for guiding church practice 

led to a very bad result: the elimination of the Holy Spirit from the equation 

and schism. The development of Churches of Christ in the Americas by Stone, 

the Campbells, John Smith and others has seen many Evangelical churches 

arise that argue that the gifts of the Holy Spirit (Gk. pneumatikon – I 

Corinthians 12:1-11) are no longer necessary now that we have the scripture. 

But the interpretation of the scriptures by human agents without Holy Spirit 

input has seen massive sectarianism in the body of Christ; there are now some 

thirty thousand denominations, all believing different things.  

 

Splitting is often the result of a power struggle within a church community but 

dogmatic opinions with regard to interpretation of a few verses of scripture are 

often involved. John Thomas’s Christadelphian movement arose out of the 

Churches of Christ; he not only eliminated the Holy Ghost but also the devil! 

The New Covenant operation is that God wishes to write His laws on our 

hearts and minds from within. Scripture is important, because, as St Augustine 

said: “it clothes our minds with understanding with regard to our spiritual 

experiences”. But revelation must be paramount (Acts 9:2). 

 

A recent innovation by the Pentecostal community, who may have a 

Pentecostal experience but usually hold to an Evangelical theology, is to refer 

to the Bible as the Logos and to spiritual revelations as rhema words. The 

reality is that Jesus Christ is the Logos, and it might be considered blasphemy 

to call the scripture by that name. Further, the Greek word rhema simply 
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means “a word’ – “it” is a word, “up” is a word, etc.; it is completely 

inappropriate to associate rhema with revelation. The spirituals mentioned by 

Paul in Corinthians are listed as ‘a logos of wisdom’ and ‘logos of knowledge’ 

in the Greek, not rhema. A message from the Holy Spirit is never just a word 

(a rhema), it is always a profound communication very worthy of the 

description logos. This discussion may seem to be nit-picking but it is an 

important part of delivering us from Doctrinal Statements that begin: “We 

believe that the Bible is the Very Word of God”. Nonsense, the Bible is 

scripture and is always referred to as such in its own text. The Very Word of 

God is the man Jesus (John 1, Revelations 19:13). Jesus Himself said it this 

way: ‘You search the scriptures because in them you think you will find 

salvation. They testify of me yet you are unwilling to come to me to receive 

life’(John 5:39-40).  

 

I value the scripture highly. At all times I appeal to scripture to back up my 

statements. But I do not make the mistake of choosing the scripture above a 

personal relationship with the Lord. Abraham is the father of our faith and he 

had no scripture at all. And the early church did pretty well without the benefit 

of the consolidated New Testament. They satisfied their disputes in an 

ecclesia, an occasional general meeting called when there was a need to do so 

(Acts 6 & 15). Jesus encouraged us to meet in this way (Matthew 16:18). I 

think we would do well to give more time to meeting together to sort out our 

differences than holding Bible studies. But bring your Bible to the ecclesia, 

because I am sure that the Holy Spirit will give someone a scripture to guide 

our conversation (Acts 15:14-18)! 

 

In recent times we have seen countless examples of Christian communities 

being led into distortions and depravity by messianic personalities who claim 

to have special revelations from scripture, both in sophisticated societies like 

the USA and in primal communities in places like Africa. The Klu Klux Klan 

in the USA and the Army of the Lord in Uganda spring to mind. When we 

submit to charismatic personalities we invariably come under tyrannical rule, 

what Weber called “charismatic domination”.  
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Other problems have emerged in recent times. The paedophiliac practices of 

ordained priests and other church agents are an outrage and a disgrace. Jesus 

said it this way: ‘Whosoever shall offend one of these little ones, it would be 

better for him that a mill stone were hanged about his neck and that he were 

drowned in the deepest part of the sea’ (Matthew 18:6). Sadly, church leaders 

seldom speak out strongly against such practices. It is the same with matters 

like same-sex marriage and abortion – the church is strangely silent. We have 

a good message, we need to present it in a way that brings people to the Light, 

not hide it under a bushel. Too many people are being damaged by our silence. 

 

The Gentile church has to engage with these matters with serious intent if it is 

to get itself located in the simple gospel. Looking at the modern church we 

might be excused for thinking this would require a miracle, but our hope is 

that God can and will help us do it if we are open to Him. The current revival 

in South and Central America has been predicated on churches putting aside 

differences and joining together in prayer in the face of challenges. It is not 

difficult to do this; why do we have to wait until trouble comes before we 

attempt it? We have the Spirit of Christ within us, so we have unity in the 

Spirit as a starting point.  

 

Unity is certainly possible, I know, because in the years 1977-1979, my family 

lived in Malawi, Central Africa and enjoyed close contact with missionaries 

belonging to Presbyterian, Southern Baptist, Assemblies of God and Church 

of Christ Communions. We attended each other’s meetings, provided 

hospitality for one another in our homes and shared vehicles and other 

services with one another when such help was needed. Beyond that, we went 

out of our way to build relations with a multitude of African denominations: 

the Abraham Church, the Judgement Church, Zionists, Apostles and the 

Providence Industrial Mission included.  
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Chapter Eight 
 

LIVING IN THE KINGDOM 
 

…The mystery of His will, to gather together in one all things in Christ  

(Ephesians 1:9-10) 

 

Unity is not just another good idea; it is an objective front and central in the 

mind of God. Paul put it this way: ‘(God has) made known to us the mystery 

of His will... that… in the fullness of time He might gather together in one all 

things in Christ’ (Ephesians 1:9-10). Unity is what Jesus prayed for with 

passion just before His death (John 17:20-23) and, as reported above, in 2010, 

the Holy Spirit began bringing me the message that He wants the One New 

Man to manifest in our time. I am encouraged in this view by the fact that, in 

the same year (2010), the APPA was first directed to assemble in Jerusalem. 

 

Over the past two thousand years the Jews have remained resistant to the idea 

that Jesus is the Messiah, and Gentile believers have smashed the Body of 

Jesus into thousands of pieces. Hopefully, both Jews and Gentiles will now 

begin to consider coming to unity with serious intent, because without unity 

there will be no Kingdom of God on planet Earth. If we want Jesus to come, 

as we say we do, then we must prepare the way according to His specification. 

 

We begin our path to unity by the Jews stepping out of Judaism and Gentile 

believers abandoning religiosity. The rituals of the Jews and the pomp of 

Cathedrals have little or nothing to do with the Kingdom of God. At best they 

may point us to the Kingdom but mostly they are serious deflections from the 

simple but profound operation by which we may hope to live in a manner 

pleasing to our Father in Heaven. What God is looking for is a people who 

will commit to His agenda with a glad heart, and walk with Him, to 

establish the Kingdom of God on planet Earth under His instructions and 

encouragement. 
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As noted above, we begin the process of coming to unity by recognising that, 

thanks to the sovereign work of God, we are “one in the Spirit”. This assumes 

that we are truly His (Romans 8:9): that we have been born again and have 

opened ourselves to His Spirit so that He may “know” us (John 3:3; John 3:5; 

Matthew 7:23, Galatians 4:9a). But Paul encourages us to go beyond spiritual 

unity to isopsuchos, thinking the same thing (literally becoming “one soul”). 

‘You have found consolation in Christ’, he says, ‘comfort in His love, 

fellowship in the Spirit and tenderness and compassion amongst the brethren. 

Please complete my joy by being like-minded… being of one accord, of one 

mind’. And the way to do this he says is to ’let nothing be done through strife 

and pride, but in humility let each esteem others better than themselves 

(Philippians 2:1-3). Brethren, we need to sit down with each other, the whole 

family of God, and sort out what we believe. In what follows I give a few 

suggestions. I think I have “the mind of Christ” but I am open to correction! 
 

GOD’S AGENDA 

 

God’s agenda is to bring His government to bear over the cosmos which He 

created for his own pleasure. And that requires that He has the cooperation of 

human agents that are; (1) closely linked with Him through the Spirit; and (2) 

competent in relating to the corporeal world. 

 

We enter into a relationship with the Lord by repenting, i.e. abandoning our 

own pitiful objectives and plans and making ourselves available to the Lord 

for His purposes. When the Lord sees that we are serious about this He is 

pleased to place His Life (Spirit) in our spirit. And, in due time, His Spirit 

breaks through the veil between our spirit and soul, and begins to write His 

instructions on our hearts and minds. We call this latter process “receiving the 

Holy Spirit”, and we keep ourselves open to the Lord’s voice by practicing a 

lifestyle of praise, what Paul calls “fanning up the flame” (Gk. anazopureo, II 

Timothy 1:6). But, all of this requires some learning experiences. The pattern 

for God’s strategy to bring us to maturity as sons of God is laid down for our 

edification in the experiences of the nation Israel: from slavery in Egypt, to 

lessons in the wilderness and entering the land. 
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Deliverance 

 

Israel was in slavery in Egypt and Pharaoh did not want to let them go. But 

God took action that forced Pharaoh’s hand and God’s people walked out of 

Egypt. In the same way God has made it impossible for Satan to hold us once 

we know what God has done in Jesus. We can walk out of the enemy’s camp 

anytime we decide, in complete victory.  

 

Crossing the Red Sea 

 

When Israel crossed the Red Sea they entered a place where they were 

completely dependent upon God for their basic needs. They had money but 

there were no shops to buy anything! Similarly, if we really want to go on 

with the Lord, we need to make our Pentecostal offering (Deuteronomy 16:9-

11). My wife and I were challenged by the Holy Spirit to make this offering in 

June 1976. After three days of private consideration we came together, got on 

our knees and gave ourselves, our children and all of our goods to the Lord for 

His purposes. From that day to this, we have worked for Him and trusted Him 

for our needs. We have not been disappointed! 

 

I meet very few Christians who have made the Pentecostal offering. Most of 

them continue to live in their old world, looking to support themselves by their 

own efforts, and only call on the Lord when they need assistance. Friends, 

“…we never can prove the delights of His love until all on the altar we lay” 

(from the hymn “Trust and Obey” by J.H.Sammis). The Pentecostal offering is 

incredibly important but seldom preached, in my experience. If we do not 

make the offering we will never enter into a genuine Christian walk. I am not 

saying that we should do something radical like giving all our possessions 

away. I am saying, give yourself and your possessions to the Lord and allow 

Him to direct you on a day to day basis as to how He wishes to use you and 

your resources. In our case, in 1976 my wife and I were instructed to sell our 

house and go to Africa for a season. The house market was very slow at the 

time but we sold ours in eight days and for the first time in our married life we 

had money in the bank and no mortgage. The Lord led us to lend money at no 
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interest to six of our brethren while we were away. When we returned three 

years later, the money was back in our bank account and seven families were 

free of debt! How good was that! God knows how to handle money. Our 

Jewish brethren have the benefit of knowing His ways, e.g. the Uncle Ezra 

principle (above). We need to talk to them about these things and plan a new 

system of economics for a world that is massively in debt. 

 

The Lord called my wife and me to make the offering when we were in our 

early forties. I am not sure if God has a particular timing for us to make the 

offering but I think it would not be before 30 years of age (I Chronicles 23:3).. 

 

Lessons in the Wilderness 

 

Having placed ourselves in God’s hands at the Red Sea, we need to learn to 

trust Him for our needs before we will be ready to enter the land. In the 

Wilderness Israel learned three lessons on survival and received detailed 

instructions on how to live together in harmony. 

 

The first lesson in the Wilderness for Israel was trusting God for their health. 

After three days without water they arrived at Marah (Heb. bitter) only to find 

the water undrinkable. When they cried out in despair, the Lord showed 

Moses a tree, which, when he cast some of it into the waters, made them 

sweet. Then God said: ‘If you will listen diligently to the Lord…and obey His 

commandments… I will put none of the diseases on you which I put on the 

Egyptians; for I am the Lord that healeth thee!’ He then led them to Elim 

where there was abundant water and refreshment (Exodus 15:22-27). 

 

Friends, we are presently living with renewed souls but fallen bodies. 

Managing the health of our bodies is an on-going occupation for all of us. 

Since placing ourselves in God’s hands our family has enjoyed an interesting 

walk with regard to our health. In Africa where the health services are less 

than adequate, we have enjoyed sovereign healings and miracles. We need to 

learn to trust God for our health if we are called to serve in such places. I 

recall that, before we went to Africa the first time, we received a gift of faith 
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for protection against fevers. In thirty eight years in Africa none of my family 

ever caught malaria, or typhoid, or any other fever, despite not taking 

pharmaceutical prophylactics most of the time. This is not to say that we did 

not take precautions. We did. We put screens on the windows of our houses; 

carried insect repellent with us at all times and slept under nets when we 

thought it wise to do so. Trusting God does not require us to expose ourselves 

in stupid ways, like getting snakes to bite us to prove we are genuine 

Christians, as some have done! 

 

In Australia where the health services are excellent we still seek the Lord’s 

guidance for our health. Sometimes we receive a word to trust Him for our 

healing; at other times we find the Lord encouraging us to seek advice and 

assistance from the medical profession. Healing is only difficult when we take 

a dogmatic stand on how God heals. If we seek His advice on each occasion 

we discern a health problem, managing our health becomes simple and easy.  

 

The second lesson for Israel in the Wilderness was “manna”. Israel was 

hungry and irritable; ‘would that we had died... in Egypt!’ (Exodus 16:3). So 

the Lord decided to ‘rain bread from heaven’, bread that would only last a day, 

‘to test whether the people would walk in His ways or not’ (v.4). It is not easy 

to walk out of traditional ways of feeding ourselves but Jesus’s encouragement 

to us is to live a day at a time, just like Israel learned to do in the Wilderness. 

‘Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth… be not anxious for your life, 

what you shall eat, what you shall drink, what you shall wear… seek first the 

Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things shall be added 

unto you’ (Matthew 7:19-34; where does superannuation fit into this 

statement?) The word “righteousness” should be interpreted as “right 

thinking”. Yes, if we have God’s “right thoughts” on any matter relating to 

our basic needs, we will know how to get them. My wife and I have walked 

with the Lord these past forty years and the means by which He has supplied 

our needs have been many and varied. If we have a need, we should ask the 

Lord how to satisfy it. He knows how to meet every need! 

 

The “manna walk” is designed to teach us to trust God in all of our  
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circumstances. Few of us find this walk easy at first but you get used to it in 

time. Gone are the days when you had a good salary and money in the bank 

and could make plans to buy things or make journeys without first seeking 

God for the funds you need. But in the “manna walk”, at least you know that 

you are walking in God’s will and it is satisfying when the supply comes. And 

it is easier to walk in God’s supply than trying to develop financial 

independence in a corrupt economic system. 

 

The third lesson in the Wilderness is dealing with hostile opposition. Israel 

had to face the Shepherd Kings, the Amalekites. The Amalekites were the 

toughest people around, so bad that God said he would wipe the record of their 

existence from the planet (I Samuel 15:1-35). They ruled Egypt for 400 years 

but there is no record of them; just a large gap in Egyptian history. When 

Israel faced them, Moses stood on a hill during the battle; when he lifted his 

hand Israel prevailed, when he let his hand fall the Amalekites prevailed 

(Exodus 17:11). The lesson was simple; “the battle is the Lord’s”; our part in 

the battle is to “enter the rest” and trust Him.  

 

The last thing that the Lord did in the Wilderness was to; (1) give Israel 

instructions as to how he wished them to live together (the Law); and (2) ask 

them to prepare a habitation that would allow Him to dwell amongst them (the 

Tabernacle). In the Wilderness, the Lord was present as a pillar of cloud by 

day and a pillar of fire by night (Exodus 13:21) but it was His intention that in 

the land His presence should dwell amongst them in a tent. The Tabernacle in 

the Wilderness is important for those of us that are in Christ for it is God’s 

instruction to us with regard to our spirit, soul and body nature; it explains 

in detail how the Spirit may be resident in us and communicate God’s 

instructions to our hearts and minds (see Potter 2015). Under the New 

Covenant, we humans are the temples of God (I Corinthians 6:19) and it is 

important to know how we operate ontologically. 

 

Entering the Land 

 

In God’s mind, the Wilderness was not a destination. Sadly it was for many in  
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Israel, who pulled back from obedience when it was time to enter the land. 

The writer to the Hebrews says they missed the land because they did not 

enter into the rest. And his advice to us is that we need to take this lesson to 

heart (Hebrews 3:7-19), that is: learn to rest in the battle. I learned to do this 

over time, thanks to amazing instruction and support from the Lord (see Potter 

2015). The Lord’s pedagogy is simple: if we do not rest in the battle we suffer; 

if we rest we will get through the battle quickly. Let’s do what the writer to the 

Hebrews suggests: work hard at resting (Hebrews 4:11). 

 

Having learned how to act in the battle we are ready to enter and take up our 

first job in the land which, as revealed in the Book of Joshua, is to get rid of 

hostile forces resident there. In our time, under the New Covenant, this means 

disposing of elemental spiritual forces (Gk. the stoicheon). As we saw in 

Chapter 2, this requires getting instructions as to where the demons are and 

listening carefully to the Lord’s instructions over time as He advances the 

battle. NB It is crucial during the battle that everyone in the team maintains 

their sanctification (remaining set aside for God’s purposes) as Israel found 

out at Ai (Joshua 7). 

 

Once we have cleared the land of demons, we are ready to cooperate with the 

Lord as he builds His Kingdom amongst us. In 2016, having disposed of the 

enemy at Wirrina, South Australia, we are ready to do that. We have been 

instructed to “light no fires”, just wait patiently upon the Lord. For active 

people this takes a bit of doing; the way forward is uncertain in this stage of 

the operation. We spend our days straining to hear the Lord’s voice, trying to 

make something of the signs around us. But our overall strategy is to rest and 

trust that, in His timing, God will do it. 

 

THE ONE NEW MAN KINGDOM 

 

Just exactly what the Kingdom will look like when God establishes it, we 

cannot say dogmatically. Over time there have been many ideas as to what the 

Kingdom on Earth would look like but most of them have missed the mark by 

a long way (Shaw 1996).  There are some general principles though that I can  
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share with you for your consideration. 

 

Structure 

 

The household is the basic structure that we are called to live in, with 

occasional meetings in the local ecclesia when there is a need to do so (Potter 

2015). But Paul when speaking of One New Man, introduces the idea of a 

Holy Temple for the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 2:19-22). This seems to be a 

different structure than the Tabernacle of David (Amos 9:11-12; Acts 15:16-

17) which many of us have been pleased to raise many times in the forty years 

since the Charismatic Movement. From recent leadings of the Spirit we 

deduce that: 

 

 The One New Man Temple will be constructed of people, not stones. Peter 

speaks of this: ‘You also as living stones are built up into a spiritual 

house’ (I Peter 2:5-6). From the Old Testament pattern we believe that the 

“stones” are prepared by the Lord in “quarries” remote from the Temple 

site and the Lord will bring them in when they are ready. 

 

 We expect that there will be more than one Temple. My friends and I have 

been instructed to build a Temple at a particular site. We understand that 

our Temple will have influence over the land area previously controlled 

by a resident demon. Presumably there will be other temples established 

across Australia and around the world as the Lord extends His government 

over His land. The Prayer Tabernacle at Goroka in Papua New Guinea 

(Chapter 4) appeals as a Temple from which the Lord’s governance will 

proceed.  

 

 The last chapters of Ezekiel seem to be important for us to understand 

how the Kingdom will operate in any one region. Ezekiel speaks of three 

entities: (1) the Princes Land; (2) the Priest’s land; and (3) the City. In our 

area we have been directed to claim three properties for the Lord’s use. 

The first is the site for which we have definite instructions that it is to be a 

Temple for the Holy Spirit. This, presumably, will be the Prince’s land. 
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The second site is a farm, which we see as the “priest’s land”, a place of 

refuge and food production for the use of the Temple workers. The “city” 

site is another farm which the Lord has indicated is Beulah Land, i.e. 

married to Him. (Presumably, in former times, some believer dedicated 

this land to Him). As I write, we are in the process of possessing the land 

at the Temple site and watching with anticipation for the arrival of the 

people that the Lord will bring in to join us as living stones to be built into 

this particular Temple. Once this property is secured we believe that we 

will be led to press into securing the two farms. The total cost for the three 

properties is AU$10 million (US$7 million). We have no money so it will 

be interesting to see how God will do it! The lessons of the wilderness are 

our encouragement. 

 

Process 

 

What will life be like at the Temple site? We are not quite sure but there are 

other operations in existence that encourage us. One of these is Francis and 

Edith Schaeffer’s L’Abri at Huémoz-sur-Ollon in Switzerland. A friend of 

mine visited there for a week some years back; he told me that the presence of 

the Holy Spirit was so strong that he spent most of his time there quietly 

weeping. Hopefully our Temple will be equally effective in bringing healing 

to the nations. From what we have learned of God’s ways, we expect to find at 

the Temple site a community of people operating in the following manner: 

 

 Individuals will walk with the Lord, carrying out practical tasks but 

keeping an open ear to the Logos within. 

 

 Each household will operate in an ordered manner in its own authority 

under God, ministering responsibly to its constituency (I Cor. 11:3). 

 

 Occasional meetings of the whole assembly will be held when 

circumstances arise which require our attention, or when the Lord calls us 

together to announce something of importance to the whole community. 
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 The Temple will act as a battle tower from which the surrounding area 

will come under the reign of Jesus (see II Samuel 8:6). 

  

 Visitors who wish to sit under the presence of the Holy Spirit for a season 

will be welcomed and cared for.  

 

 We are encouraged by prophetic words coming to us from a variety of 

sources that our particular site will be a conduit for the Second Wave of 

the Holy Spirit into Asia (Part I). 

 

The resident staff at the Temple site will be involved in mentoring people in 

three operations: 

 

 How to live an ordered life, pleasing to the Lord. 

 How to develop a sonship relation with the Lord. 

 How to develop skills in managing the cosmos to the Lord’s specification. 

 

With regard to the latter objective, we plan to teach local and international 

students Land Management and Agri-Business principles, and to extend those 

principles to farms across the region under our oversight. The “priest’s land” 

will be developed as a quarantine site for introducing new plants and animals 

into the area. The “city site” will provide the general public with a recreational 

facility, a produce market and demonstrations of new crops and practices. The 

project will be an important contributor to food security for the surrounding 

area and the nearby City of Adelaide. 

 

We have been encouraged by the testimonies of communities where believers 

have come into unity that the food we will produce will be exceptional. 

George Otis Jnr. has shared in his Restoration messages how peasant farmers 

in Guatemala grew carrots of enormous size after getting their relationships 

right. And Eskimos found fish stocks doubling when they got their act 

together. I saw the same thing in Malawi in 1978 when I encouraged African 

farmers to pray over their maize crops – the results were outstanding.  
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THINKING A LITTLE FURTHER 

 

The land management system that resulted in Europe becoming a settled 

society and an economic powerhouse was the Feudal System. In its classic 

form, “feudalism” is defined as a set of reciprocal legal and military 

obligations among the warrior nobility, revolving around the three concepts 

of “lords”, “vassals” and “fiefs” (Ganshof, 1952). Under Kings like Charles 

Mantel, Pippin and Charlemagne, successful military commanders who swore 

allegiance to the reigning monarch were granted authority over large land 

packages and proceeded to order them for settled ordered life and food 

production. They did this by entering into mutual obligation pacts with 

vassals. The lord’s obligation was to provide vassals with protection; and the 

vassal’s obligation was to provide allegiance and military support in return for 

“fiefs” - heritable land packages. A variation on this arrangement is described 

by Marc Bloch (1961). He saw three estates: the “nobility”, the “clergy’, and 

the “peasantry” bound by the principle of “manorialism”,  the vesting of legal 

and economic power in a Lord of the Manor, who was supported economically 

from the obligatory contributions of a legally subject peasant population under 

the jurisdiction of himself and his manorial court.  

 

Clearly, our encouragement from the Holy Spirit to cooperate with him in the 

Building of a Temple site could be stage one in the development of a system 

of land management in line with feudal thought. At the Temple site: 

 

 Jesus would be Lord and Head of the Manor, as He always wanted to be (I 

Samuel 8:7).  

 

 The populace within the area under the control of the Temple would 

benefit from taking instruction from the Lord on a day to day basis via 

communications from the resident staff at the Temple site or in assemblies 

when the matter was sufficiently general.  

 

 The community would live by faith, i.e. act out the instructions given to it 

from the throne room (Matthew 16:19; I Corinthians 12: 17-11).  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vassal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fief
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fran%C3%A7ois-Louis_Ganshof
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marc_Bloch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Estates_of_the_realm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clergy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peasant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manorialism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_of_the_Manor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manorial_court
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 There would be general recognition that the land and everything in it 

belonged to God.  

 

 Farmers would see themselves as vassals, dedicating themselves to 

responsible stewardship of the land for the general benefit of all.  

 

 The principle of love would permeate the operation. 

 

Another image comes to mind. That of Abraham who scripture says armed 

‘three hundred and eighteen trained servants born in his own house’ (Genesis 

14:14). The Hebrew word translated “trained” is found nowhere else in 

scripture. Scofield says it is employed in early Egyptian documents to indicate 

soldiers hired by Palestinian chiefs (Scofield, 1967, Note 3, p.22). But 

Abraham’s soldiers were born in his own household, so we might well ask 

whether Abraham’s community was organised as a Feudal Society. The 

scripture seems to suggest so. 

 

There is a company in Queensland that owns sixteen broiler farms. Each farm 

is leased and has a lessee living on it to manage the chickens during the 

growing stage. The owner of the company definitely operates as a feudal lord! 

But he supplies the computer controlled sheds, the day-old chickens, and on-

going veterinary assistance and production advice during the growing period. 

And it is he that takes the birds and markets them when they are fully grown. 

The operator’s job is demanding but straight forward and relatively free from 

worry. My daughter and her husband lease one of the farms. They have 

organised it with another lessee to have a third family in the mix. That is, they 

have three families operating two farms and this gives each family four 

months holiday each year! The three families all make a good income and our 

two grandchildren have the benefit of living on a farm where they enjoy an 

outstanding lifestyle, connecting with nature and relating to animals as God 

intended that we should (see photo inside back cover). Their school work is 

exemplary; they are both classified as “gifted children” and their scores in 

national assessments are off the scale to the right! At the back of their farm is 

a tidal creek in which the family can catch fish for the table regularly. And if 
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this fails, there is a dam on a neighbouring property, to which they have 

access, which is full of perch of good size for eating. All in all, it would be 

difficult to find a better situation in which to live and work.  

 

It seems to me the only thing that needs to be changed from the above 

operation is to make Jesus the owner of the company! That seems to be where 

we are heading in the Southern Fleurieu Peninsula and I cannot wait to see the 

project manifest. I see it to be what God has always wanted when He called us 

to pray that His Kingdom would come, that His will should be done as it is in 

Heaven. And I take it that this is all preparation for living in God’s New 

Heaven and New Earth, where our task will be to assist the Lord in clothing 

planets with His Glory! 

 

I was in Malawi in Central Africa in September 2015. My wife and I have 

worked there for some thirty eight years giving what aid and encouragement 

we could with our limited resources to various upliftment endeavours. On this 

trip, which turned out to be my final trip, I was blessed to find two ministries 

operating that were giving emphasis to creative land management. One 

program called “Gardening God’s Way” was assisting village farmers 

maximise food production on God’s land in a manner commensurate with 

maintaining a high level of soil fertility. Our own Malawi operation is now 

totally in the hands of well-educated Malawians who are committed to the task 

of delivering their people from poverty by any and every means. These men 

and women are in touch with the Holy Spirit and I have no doubt that they will 

carry their project forward with skill and success and please the Father’s heart 

in the process. 

 

Our prayer remains: “Thy Kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven!” 
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